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Featured Events
Bookings and Festival Info 08 6488 5555 | perthfestival.com.au
We have conveniently numbered 1 each session and matched these with the author biographies on pages 14 and 15. Find out a little more about the authors in
your chosen sessions, or start with your favourite person and follow their Writers Festival journey.

FAMILY DAY

THE 14TH TALE

Written and performed by Inua Ellams
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Stories and writing burst into life for children of all ages as they participate in readings,
games, workshops and activities with authors and illustrators. You and your family will
delight in the carnival atmosphere, including performances from a capella group, Coco’s
Lunch. Featuring master illustrator Leigh Hobbs (Old Tom); author Carole Wilkinson
(Dragonkeeper series); author Sally Murphy (Pearl Verses the World); the hilarious
Oliver Phommavanh (Con-nerd); a new book from Frané Lessac and Mark Greenwood
(The Greatest Liar on Earth) and many, many more children’s authors and illustrators.

The 14th Tale is a free-flowing narrative that tells the hilarious exploits of a
mischief maker who grew up on the clay streets of Nigeria, the rooftops of
Dublin and finally landed in London. Inua vividly recreates the characters that
punctuated his upbringing in deft and beautiful poetry, while exploring what it
is to be a young, black male in London today.

WHEN Sun 26 Feb, all day
WHERE Various venues
PRICE Free and paid events

WHEN Fri 24 Feb, 7.30pm Dolphin Theatre
Sun 26 Feb, 5pm Octagon Theatre
PRICE $37.50 Standard/$33 Friends/$25 Students

POLITICS AND THE PRESS:
THE UNHOLY ALLIANCE

PERTH WRITERS FESTIVAL
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PRODUCED BY FUEL, WINNER 2009 EDINBURGH FRINGE FIRST

FEAST OF WORDS

4

Sometimes it’s a fine symbiosis, sometimes it’s a feeding frenzy. The
relationship between politics and the media is a delicate balance crucial to
our democracy. Annabel Crabb; George Megalogenis; The Hon Andrew Robb
AO, MP and Tony Buti. Chair: Peter Van Onselen. Presented with the Walkley
Foundation for Excellence in Journalism.

Indulge in a gourmet three-course feast of food and Watershed wines as
literary stars complement each dish with specially chosen readings. Join UK
novelist Barbara Trapido (Sex and Stravinsky), Irish poet Dennis O’Driscoll
(Weather Permitting), NZ’s 2011 Commonwealth Writers’ Prize winner Craig
Cliff (A Man Melting) and Norwegian sensation Johan Harstad (Buzz Aldrin,
What Happened to You in All the Confusion?)

WHEN Fri 24 Feb, 8.30pm
WHERE Winthrop Hall
PRICE $22 Standard/$20 Friends/$16 Students

WHEN Sat 25 Feb, 6.30pm
WHERE Whitfeld Court
PRICE $127.50 Standard/$117.50 Friends

AN EVENING IN THE GARDEN

5

Come and soak up the ambience of the beautiful Sunken Garden with a
fabulous Friday night of entertainment. Join comedian Fiona O’Loughlin as
she chats to Bonnie Davies about her life and book Me of the Never Never,
followed by Australian music legend Dave Graney – with his guitar – as he
speaks to Simon Collins about his life journey and writing his memoir 1001
Australian Nights.
WHEN Fri 24 Feb, 7pm
WHERE Sunken Garden
PRICE $27.50 Standard/$25 Friends/$25 Students

SCHOOLS DAY

6

School students at all reading levels and interests discover a realm of
inspiration as they interact with world-class authors and illustrators. The
day is conveniently divided into two morning sessions and two afternoon
sessions, each with two unique topics and a 15–minute break in the middle.
All sessions end with a Q&A and book signing.
WHEN Thur 23 Feb, all day
(Morning and afternoon sessions available)
PRICE $9 (half day) $15 (full day)
SCHOOL BOOKINGS ONLY through BOCS 08 9321 6831
or via email groups@bocsticketing.com.au

Featured Events
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CHETAN BHAGAT

8

JO NESBØ

9

ECO-FEMINISM THEN AND NOW

INDIA AND US

PHANTOM

Women and the natural world have both been
subjected to a long history of domination, but the stark
reality of the environmental challenges we face has
brought a new relevance and urgency to eco-feminism’s
call. Join one of the world’s most influential thinkers as
she gives a riveting Opening Address – and be sure to
book a place at the Opening Party that follows. C

As the old world order seems to crumble around
us, Asia is shaping up as the centre of the new
economy. With a growing middle class, tradition of
education and burgeoning economy, many believe
India’s time has come. Can it reach its potential?
Chetan Bhagat is the most-read Indian author in
English and named one of Time magazine’s 100
most influential people in the world in 2010. C

With his nine crime novels featuring Detective Harry
Hole, Jo Nesbø has achieved unparalleled success
in his native Norway and abroad, winning the
hearts of critics, booksellers and readers alike. He
is today regarded as one of the best crime writers
of our time. Join him and The West Australian’s
Books Editor William Yeoman as they discuss the
inspiration for his new novel, Phantom.

WHEN Sun 26 Feb, 7pm
WHERE Octagon Theatre
PRICE $37.50 Standard/$33 Friends/$25 Students

WHEN Sat 25 Feb, 8.30–9.30pm
WHERE Winthrop Hall
PRICE $22 Standard/$20 Friends/$16 Students

WHEN Thur 23 Feb, 7pm
WHERE Winthrop Hall
OPENING ADDRESS AND PARTY $85/$75 Friends
PRICE $37.50 Standard/$33 Friends

WILLIAM MCINNES

10

MICHAEL KIRBY

11

PETER FITZSIMONS

12

WORSE THINGS HAPPEN AT SEA

A PRIVATE LIFE

BATAVIA

Actor, author and self-proclaimed boofhead,
William McInnes, joined forces with his other
half Sarah Watt, award-winning filmmaker,
photographer and animator, to produce a funny
yet moving book about life, families, suburbs,
homes, friends, love and the day-to-day. Join him
as he discusses life without Sarah.

Former High Court Justice The Hon Michael
Kirby AC, CMG discusses his very personal
memoir in which he reflects on his sexuality, his
42-year relationship with Johan van Vloten, his
religious beliefs and his youthful infatuation with
James Dean.

Peter FitzSimons is a journalist with The Sydney
Morning Herald and Sun-Herald and the author of
more than 20 books. Join him as he discusses his
new release Batavia with James Lush and recounts
the extraordinary tale of the shipwreck off the
Abrolhos Islands – ‘far and away the greatest pirate
story in Australia’s history, if not the world’s’.

WHEN Sat 25 Feb, 12.30–1.30pm
WHERE Winthrop Hall
PRICE $13 Standard/$12 Friends/$10 Students

WHEN Sun 26 Feb, 5–6pm
WHERE Winthrop Hall
PRICE $13 Standard/$12 Friends/$10 Students

WHEN Fri 24 Feb, 9.30–10.30am
WHERE Octagon Theatre
PRICE $13 Standard/$12 Friends/$10 Students

KIM SCOTT

MARIEKE HARDY

KEEPING LANGUAGE ALIVE

WOMEN OF LETTERS

JANETTE TURNER HOSPITAL
15
FORECAST TURBULENCE

Dual Miles Franklin award-winning author Kim
Scott’s ancestral Noongar country is the south-east
coast of WA between Gairdner River and Cape
Arid. His cultural Elders use the term Wirlomin to
refer to their clan. He describes his work on The
Wirlomin Noongar Language and Stories Project
as the most important he has done. He talks about
his passion for language and stories.

Marieke Hardy is a screenwriter, blogger, radio
broadcaster and produces regular political columns for
ABC’s The Drum. She is a regular guest on ABC TV’s
First Tuesday Book Club. Her latest book is You’ll Be
Sorry When I’m Dead. Look out for her in many Perth
Writers Festival events, including a very special edition
of Women of Letters – five brilliant writers in a lively
homage to the lost art of letter writing.

Janette Turner Hospital is a novelist and short story
writer who also teaches literature and creative writing
and has been writer-in-residence at universities in
Australia, Canada, England and the United States.
Forecast Turbulence is her latest work. She joins The
Australian’s Literary Editor Stephen Romei to discuss
how we might maintain equilibrium in an uncertain
world.

WHEN Sat 25 Feb, 11am–12pm
WHERE Hackett Hall
PRICE FREE

WHEN Sat 25 Feb, 7–9.30pm
WHERE Sunken Garden
PRICE $27.50 Standard/$25 Friends/$25 Students

WHEN Sat 25 Feb, 9.30–10.30am
WHERE Romeo Tent
PRICE $13 Standard/$12 Friends/$10 Students
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Welcome
Bookings and Festival Info 08 6488 5555 | perthfestival.com.au

FROM THE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
JONATHAN HOLLOWAY
Writers festivals are that most counterintuitive of activities: a chance to do
in public with others what you would normally do in the privacy of your own
home. Writing and reading may start as solitary activities, but the chance
to emerge blinking into the sunlight and share your experiences with other
bibliophiles is so important. The growth of book groups, writers’ circles and
literature festivals is testament to our desire to compare notes and share time
with our fellow readers and writers.

The act of reading may well be largely solitary, and yet there are few activities
that provide the opportunity to so effectively connect with others and engage
with the carefully composed and crafted thoughts of another. We reach across
the written word – in books or newspapers, magazines, eReaders or iPads – to
explore ideas, to start arguments, to rail against injustice, to expose each other,
to console each other and to discover our common ground. We read because
we are interested in ideas.

It has been said (though Wikipedia couldn’t tell me by whom) that being a
good writer today is 3 per cent talent and 97 per cent not being distracted
by the Internet. I suspect that this extends to readers too. The increase
in blogging and social media has also made writers festivals all the more
important. At a time when it is possible for almost anyone in the Western
world to be published and read on a daily basis, never before has it been so
important to gather together to hear prose and poetry read aloud alongside
radical and world–illuminating ideas.

To that end, you will notice many issues-based sessions at this Festival that
invite you to delve into the minds of some of our finest writers and thinkers to
explore some of the ideas that collectively concern us now.

We are therefore thrilled to assemble some of the world’s greatest writers
and thinkers in one of Australia’s most beautiful venues, home of some of
the finest thinking in the Southern Hemisphere. Here you will find a thought
provoking and energising weekend. We look forward to seeing you there.

PERTH WRITERS FESTIVAL

FROM THE PROGRAM MANAGER
DANIELLE BENDA

You will also have the chance to immerse yourself in some fine literature, to
meet some of the very best new writers and to consider the mechanics of wellcrafted fiction. Language goes to the very heart of our identity, an observation
that has particular resonance for Noongar people in Western Australia and
which will be explored further over this weekend.
With sessions on crime writing, memoir, biography, politics and art, food, the
media and sport, I hope that no matter what ideas interest you, you will find
something for you at our wonderful Festival. Enjoy.

TICKET INFORMATION

FESTIVAL ONLINE
perthfestival.com.au

WRITERS CENTRAL

VENUE INFORMATION

FREE EVENTS

Visit the Festival website for the latest
event information, biographies of the
writers, web links, book extracts and
reviews.

Writers Central is the place to relax
before and after Festival events.

PUBLIC TRANSPORT

eNEWS

Dymocks Booksellers are the official
bookseller for the Festival. Titles from
participating authors are available for
purchase at the Festival Bookshop
located adjacent to Writers Central.

Much of the program is FREE and
marked in the brochure. Bookings for
free events are not required. Please
arrive early to ensure entry.
TICKETED EVENTS
Some Festival highlights, workshops
and sessions require tickets. We
recommend booking in advance.
Bookings and Festival Info:
perthfestival.com.au or 08 6488 5555
Door sales subject to availability.
PERTH WRITERS FESTIVAL BOX
OFFICE
Octagon Theatre
Fri 24 Feb, 9am–8pm
Sat 25 Feb, 9am–7pm
Sun 26 Feb, 9am–7pm

Remember to sign-up to our eNews
for regular updates and special offers.
EVENT UPDATES
Event information is correct at
the time of printing, but check the
website for additions to the program
or for any changes closer to the date.

FESTIVAL BOOKSHOP

All authors will sign books at the
bookshop immediately after events.
CAFÉ FACILITIES
The University Club Café is open
for a range of drinks and hot foods,
takeaway sandwiches, salads and light
snacks.
Fri 24 Feb, 7.30am–9pm
Sat 25 Feb, 7.30am–8pm
Sun 26 Feb, 9am–8pm

For timetables and information, visit
www.transperth.wa.gov.au or call
13 62 13.
PARKING
See the back cover for parking
information. For detailed maps,
see perthfestival.com.au or contact
Festival Info Centre on 08 6488 5555.
SUMMER WEATHER
Remember to be prepared for the hot
weather with your hat and sunscreen.
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Workshops
Bookings and Festival Info 08 6488 5555 | perthfestival.com.au
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CREATING CHARACTER
Nick Earls

18

THE WHOLE SHEBANG

This hands-on seminar gives you an in-depth understanding of the
publishing industry, your rights, and what the gatekeepers of today are
looking for to let you pass. This is a one-stop shop for everything you need
to know about getting started as a writer, direct from the professional
editors, publishers, publicists and legal representatives who keep the wheels
of the publishing industry turning.

WHEN Thur 23 Feb, 9am–4.15pm
WHERE Romeo Tent
PRICE $75 Standard/$67.50 Friends/$57 Students
Supported by Copyright Agency Limited (CAL Cultural Fund)
WRITING FOR YOUNG PEOPLE
AJ Betts

20

21

ANIMAL, VEGETABLE OR
CRIMINAL? CRIME WRITING
FOR DUMMIES
Felicity Young

BITS OF BROKEN SKY: CREATING 19
AND CRAFTING SHORT FICTION
Amanda Curtin

Flawed and appealing, successful and
fragmented, contemporary and ironic:
how can you develop a character
people can relate to? Learn about
the creation of character-based
fiction from award-winning Australian
novelist, Nick Earls.

In this workshop, writer and editor
Amanda Curtin introduces the
‘fragmentary’ art of the short story,
and guides some ‘getting started’
exercises designed to inspire
participants’ imagination and develop
their skills.

WHEN Sat 25 Feb, 10am–1pm
WHERE Fox Theatre
PRICE $65 Standard/
$57.50 Friends/$53 Students

WHEN Sat 25 Feb, 10am–1pm
WHERE Arts Lecture Room 4
PRICE $65 Standard/
$57.50 Friends/$53 Students

WRITING MEMOIR
Alice Pung

22

A DECENT PROPOSAL
Sheila Hollingworth

23

There’s a story in all of us, but some
of us are better at telling it. This
workshop explores how to fully
engage your reader with personal
stories that have well-developed
characters, evocative settings and
narrative flow.

Convincing a publisher to accept,
produce and distribute a manuscript
takes more than randomly mailing
it and keeping your fingers crossed.
In this workshop learn how to give
publishers and agents what they want
– a convincing book proposal package
that’s concise and professional and
screams: ‘Read me!’

WHEN Sat 25 Feb, 2–5pm
WHERE Fox Theatre
PRICE $65 Standard/
$57.50 Friends/$53 Students

WHEN Sat 25 Feb, 2–5pm
WHERE Arts Lecture Room 4
PRICE $65 Standard/
$57.50 Friends/$53 Students

Children and teens can be ravenous
readers. So how do we, as adults,
give them what they crave? Join
AJ Betts in a hands-on workshop
that gives insight into the world of
children’s writing and publishing to
fully engage young minds.

We love the twists and turns of a
good crime novel, but how do you
create that suspense in your own
writing? Join Felicity Young as she
reveals a few tricks of the gumshoe
trade.

WHEN Sat 25 Feb, 10am–1pm
WHERE Arts Lecture Room 5
PRICE $65 Standard/
$57.50 Friends/$53 Students

WHEN Sat 25 Feb, 10am–1pm
WHERE Arts Lecture Room 6
PRICE $65 Standard/
$57.50 Friends/$53 Students

NOONGAR LANGUAGE
24
WORKSHOP
Denise Smith-Ali and Noel Nannup

IT JUST FEELS REAL
Lauren Beukes

The ancient language of the
Noongar people goes to the
heart of culture and identity. This
workshop discusses Noongar
language structure and dialects,
enables participants to learn a
few words and discusses the
importance of projects that are
keeping language and stories alive.

How do you make an invented
world seem real? Lauren Beukes
shows you how to extract from life,
through observation, interviews,
research and history to find the real,
surprising details that anchor even
the most fantastic fiction: making the
incredible – credible.

The mystery of the line-break, the
theory of the image, secrets of
free-verse rhythm: these, and many
other aspects of the contemporary
poem are discussed with ‘one of the
quiet masters of Australian poetry’,
David Brooks. Bring a pen, paper,
two pages of your own work (with
copies to share) and your questions!

Want to draw on real stories –
historical, family or contemporary
– to create a work of fiction? Learn
how to transform the bones of fact
into credible, full-bodied fictional
stories with writing exercises,
readings and guided discussion.

WHEN Sat 25 Feb, 2–5pm
WHERE Arts Lecture Room 5
PRICE $65 Standard/
$57.50 Friends/$53 Students

WHEN Sat 25 Feb, 2–5pm
WHERE Arts Lecture Room 6
PRICE $65 Standard/
$57.50 Friends/$53 Students

WHEN Sun 26 Feb, 10am–1pm
WHERE Arts Lecture Room 4
PRICE $65 Standard/
$57.50 Friends/$53 Students

WHEN Sun 26 Feb, 10am–1pm
WHERE Arts Lecture Room 5
PRICE $65 Standard/
$57.50 Friends/$53 Students

CREATING THE EXTRAORDINARY 30
FROM THE ORDINARY
Lara Morgan

NO RESTRICTIONS
Krissy Kneen

Find out how to take the people
and places from everyday life
and create fantastic new worlds.
Unleash your imagination and use
sensory perceptions, character
viewpoints and world–building
techniques that bring your writing
to life.

Learn how to unhinge your writing
from convention, be bold, break
taboos and take yourself – and your
readers – to places you have never
been before. Let celebrated author
Krissy Kneen show you how to
abandon restrictions.

WHEN Sun 26 Feb, 2–5pm
WHERE Arts Lecture Room 5
PRICE $65 Standard/
$57.50 Friends/$53 Students

WHEN Sun 26 Feb, 2–5pm
WHERE Arts Lecture Room 6
PRICE $65 Standard/
$57.50 Friends/$53 Students

TRAVEL WRITING
Julietta Jameson

28

How do you find the right words to
capture the thrill of the journey? Do
you know what to include, and what
to leave out? Travel writer and editor
Julietta Jameson skilfully guides you
in writing some great stories from
the road.
WHEN Sun 26 Feb, 10am–1pm
WHERE Arts Lecture Room 6
PRICE $65 Standard/
$57.50 Friends/$53 Students

Suitable for people with no writing
experience.

E-MARKETING MAGIC
Sara Foster

25

29

The Internet offers never-ending
possibilities for your writing if you
know how to use it. Join Sara Foster
to discuss the different ways of
connecting with readers and the
publishing community via the web,
and explore innovative ways of giving
yourself an online presence, and your
book an instant boost.
WHEN Sun 26 Feb, 2–5pm
WHERE Arts Lecture Room 4
PRICE $65 Standard/
$57.50 Friends/$53 Students

POETRY SECRETS
David Brooks

26

FACT OR FICTION
Lisa Lang

27

31

PERTH WRITERS FESTIVAL

PUBLISHING SEMINAR
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Friday 24 February
Bookings and Festival Info 08 6488 5555 | perthfestival.com.au
9.30–10.30am
Romeo Tent
$13 Standard
$12 Friends
$10 Students
Unless specified

STRENGTH IN
ADVERSITY

11am–12pm
32

Sometimes, it is only when
faced with real challenges that
true strength of character
emerges and what is precious
becomes starkly evident.
Lauren Beukes, Nigel Brennan
and William McInnes speak to
Angelo Loukakis.

Octagon Theatre

BATAVIA

$13 Standard
$12 Friends
$10 Students
Unless specified

Peter FitzSimons recounts
the extraordinary tale of the
shipwreck off the Abrolhos
Islands – ‘far and away the
greatest pirate story in
Australia’s history, if not the
world’s’. Chair: James Lush.

12

12.30–1.30pm

MATERNAL BONDAGE

35

SEX, LIES AND LITERATURE

2–3pm
39

Krissy Kneen, Glen Duncan and Frank
Moorhouse have written vivid sex
scenes. So, what’s the difference
between pornography and erotica and
how challenging is it to write about
sex well? Find out whether the line
is bright, or if it’s all in the eye of the
beholder. Chair: Jane Cornes.

In 2008 Australian photojournalist
Nigel Brennan was kidnapped in
Somalia and held hostage for 15
months. He talks about his ordeal,
the lengths his family went to get
him released and the real dangers of
journalism.

NEGOTIATING DARK
MATTER

THE SPORTSWRITER

SHORT, NOT SO
SWEET

36

What doesn’t kill us makes us
stronger – doesn’t it? How we
negotiate catastrophe can define
us, shape us, spur intestinal fortitude
and reveal our most intimate interior.
Janette Turner Hospital, Elliot
Perlman, and Peter Godwin discuss
how we can be our most luminous in
the darkest hour.

40

There is nothing like a sporting hero
to bring out the poet in us. Peter
FitzSimons, Malcolm Knox and Stephen
Romei write about sports better than
most. They bring you all the drama
of the on-field action. Chair: Barry
Nicholls.

PERTH WRITERS FESTIVAL

44

The short story can pack a punch
well beyond its weight. Three
outstanding writers discuss why
they have chosen this form. Janette
Turner Hospital, Craig Cliff, Amanda
Curtin. Chair: Geordie Williamson.

45
THE ENDLESS
MULTIPLYING BANALITY
OF POLITICS

$13 Standard
$12 Friends
$10 Students
Unless specified

Unless specified

43

Are older mothers selfish or
do they make good parents?
If we want younger and better
mothers, what are we all doing
to make it happen? Anne Manne,
Annabel Crabb and Susan
Mitchell discuss.

Winthrop Hall

Dolphin Theatre

THE DIRTY HOSTAGE

Is it the media cycle? Is it a general
dumbing-down in our society … is
it just show business? When was
the last time you felt genuinely
inspired by a politician? Susan
Mitchell, Andrew Robb and George
Megalogenis speak to Phillip Adams.

PANTS ON FIRE

33

The biggest lies are often the
ones we tell ourselves. In fiction,
it is through characters that
don’t quite align, who indulge in
their own skewed perspective,
that writers can explore how
we deceive ourselves. David
Brooks, Wayne Macauley and
Malcolm Knox discuss how their
characters can lead or mislead.

Juliet Tent

STORIES FROM
HISTORY

Unless Specified

Why invent new stories when
there are such ripping good
yarns in archive? Rohan Wilson,
Lisa Lang and Jane Caro discuss
why and how they chose to
retell stories from the past.

34

JOURNEY OF
DISCOVERY

37

The landscape, food and time
zone are certainly different but
are the real changes brought
on by travel much harder to
see? Julietta Jameson, Stephen
Scourfield and Janet de Neefe
reveal their own moving journeys.

THE EDITOR AND THE
AUTHOR

38

What stays, what goes? Is the
relationship between the writer
and the editor fraught or fruitful?
Leigh Hobbs and Erica Wagner
chat to Angelo Loukakis.

Tropical Grove

THE GIRL FROM BAGHDAD

41

WELCOME STRANGER

Michelle Nouri’s life story is an
extraordinary journey from a privileged
childhood in Saddam Hussein’s Iraq to
poverty in Eastern Europe and now to
success as a journalist in Italy.

We are one, but we are many. The
interaction between people from
different backgrounds has moulded
the great Australian story. Arnold
Zable, Alice Pung, Kim Scott and
Mandy Sayer.

STORIES THAT SPILL OUT
FROM REAL EXPERIENCES

MICHAEL CRUMMEY
GALORE

42

The work of Craig Sherborne, Michael
Sala and Favel Parrett is full of all the
textures and concerns of real life.

Join UWA Publishing and the Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery at the launch of a
stunning book and accompanying Perth Festival exhibition highlighting the
dynamic art of the Ngaanyatjarra Lands, to be launched by Hetti Perkins.

Sunken Garden
Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery, UWA on Thursday 23 February at 5.30pm.
Unless specified

Please RSVP to lwag@uwa.edu.au or 08 6488 3707
Photo by Tim Acker, courtesy Tjanpi Desert Weavers

47

Canadian novelist and poet Michael
Crummey introduces us to his
extraordinary novel Galore, and
discusses the power that stark and
fantastical stories have in shaping and
sustaining us. Chair: Rob Payne.

NGAANYATJARRA: ART OF THE LANDS
TIM ACKER AND JOHN CARTY

Unless Specified

46

Exhibition supported by Visual Arts Program Partner Wesfarmers Arts
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Friday 24 February
Bookings and Festival Info 08 6488 5555 | perthfestival.com.au
3.30–4.30pm
MOBY DUCK

5–6pm
48

On 10 January 1992, a ship travelling
across the North Pacific Ocean rolled and
lost its cargo. The incident had nearmythical repercussions. Find out about
the true story of 28,800 bath toys and of
the beachcombers, environmentalists, and
fools, including the author, who went in
search of them: Donovan Hohn.

7–8pm

MAKING ADAPTATIONS

53

Australian screenwriter and playwright
Andrew Bovell joins John Birmingham
to discuss why more great Australian
books are not being made into
television or films. Chair: Barbara
Connell. Presented in association with
Screenwest.

BLOGGING THE
REVOLUTION

8.30–9.30pm
58

Who blogs, why and what do they
know anyway? Do blogs provide new
opinions or are they echoes of alreadyformed opinions and prejudices?
Marieke Hardy, John Birmingham, Paul
French discuss. Chair: Sarah Knight.
$22 Standard/$20 Friends/
$16 Students

LOTTERYWEST FESTIVAL FILMS
Now screening until April 15
Enjoy balmy summer nights under the stars as awardwinning dramas, love stories, comedies and thrillers
light up the outdoor screens at Somerville (UWA) and
Joondalup Pines (ECU). Bring a picnic or enjoy some of

the wonderful food-stalls on offer as you experience
some of the best world cinema available today. View the
program and film trailers online at perthfestival.com.au

PRICE $16 Standard/$14 Friends/$13.50 Concession/$11.50 Full–time Students
Supported by
Lotterywest, The University of Western Australia, The West Australian, ANZ, vividwireless, BHP Billiton, 720 ABC Perth, Edith Cowan
University, Watershed Premium Wines.

DIGGERS

49

From the chaos and confusion of battle
come extraordinary tales of courage and
commitment but what does it mean to
be a war hero and has the term been
devalued by overuse? Paul Cleary, Paul
Ham, Peter FitzSimons.

6–7.30PM
ONE JUST WORLD PRESENTS
NOT EVERYONE GETS TO EAT LIKE WE DO

54

Millions in the world can’t afford food, or what they do eat is so inadequate
that they are malnourished and vulnerable to disease or starvation. Why is this?
What is a human being’s right to food? Reverend Tim Costello, David Rieff, Tom
Keneally, Katie Smith Milway and Carmen Lawrence discuss how we might
conquer this ongoing food crisis.

POLITICS AND THE PRESS
– THE UNHOLY ALLIANCE

3

Sometimes it’s a fine symbiosis, sometimes
it’s a feeding frenzy. The relationship between
politics and the media is a delicate balance
crucial to our democracy. Annabel Crabb;
George Megalogenis; The Hon Andrew
Robb AO, MP and Tony Buti with Chair Peter
van Onselen. Presented with the Walkley
Foundation for Excellence in Journalism.
$22 Standard/$20 Friends/$16 Students

7.30–8.30PM
THE 14TH TALE

50

2

Written and performed by Inua Ellams

Italian author Andrea di Robilant
embarked on a remarkable quest to follow
the trail of 14th century brothers Nicolò
and Antonio Zen from Venice to Orkney,
Shetland, the Faroes, Iceland and as far as
Greenland. He tells Ramona Koval what
happened next.

The 14th Tale is a free-flowing narrative that tells the hilarious
exploits of a mischief maker who grew up on the clay streets
of Nigeria, the rooftops of Dublin and finally landed in London.
Inua vividly recreates the characters that punctuated his
upbringing in deft and beautiful poetry, while exploring what it
is to be a young, black male in London today. Produced by Fuel.
$37.50 Standard/$33 Friends/$25 Students

ONLY CONNECT

51

New technology has linked us into each
other in an unprecedented way but do
these complex new webs help us form
real connections? How can literature help?
Geordie Williamson, Anne Manne, Krissy
Kneen.

IT’S ALL SPECULATION

55

Sci-fi, fantasy, horror, supernatural
fiction, apocalyptic fiction, spec-fic
has captured our imaginations. Why
do all of these invented worlds and
conjured people permeate our lives?
Lara Morgan, Carole Wilkinson, Lauren
Beukes.

READING IN AN AGE OF CHANGE A GLASS OF WINE AND A
GOOD BOOK
Will the bricks-and-mortar bookshop

56

survive the digital revolution? Jeff Sparrow Tony Buti discusses Brothers with Julia
and Malcolm Neil consider whether
Lawrinson.
change offers opportunity – or not.
Presented by Writing WA.
52
A Meanland co–production.

ENIGMATIC INDIVIDUALS

57

While they collect evidence to solve
mysteries, the best crime fiction heroes
also have a lot more to prove. Nick Earls,
Alan Carter and Felicity Young discuss
redemption in crime.

FIRST TUESDAY BOOK CLUB
ABC TV’s First Tuesday Book Club is coming to town to
film two special episodes featuring guests from the Perth
Writers Festival.
Filming will be in two sessions on Friday 24 February at
ABC Perth studios in East Perth. For details of how to be
part of the audience call 02 8333 3644.

AN EVENING IN THE GARDEN

5

Join comedian Fiona O’Loughlin in conversation with Bonnie Davies about her book
Me of the Never Never and Dave Graney (with his guitar) as he talks about his memoir
with The West Australian's Music Editor Simon Collins in a unique double-act.
$27.50 Standard/$25 Friends/$25 Students

PERTH WRITERS FESTIVAL

THE VENETIAN
NAVIGATORS

8

Saturday 25 February
Bookings and Festival Info 08 6488 5555 | perthfestival.com.au
9.30–10.30am
Romeo Tent

FORECAST TURBULENCE

$13 Standard
$12 Friends
$10 Students
Unless specified

Violent weather can evoke
cataclysmic emotions. How can we
maintain equilibrium in a turbulent
and uncertain world? Janette Turner
Hospital talks to Stephen Romei
about her acclaimed short stories.

Octagon Theatre
Great Court
Stage
Whitfeld Court

PERTH WRITERS FESTIVAL

11am–12pm

Octagon Theatre

FOOD FIGHTS

15

59

TAPPING INTO THE
ZEITGEIST

12.30–1.30pm
65

A vast population of tech-savvy
young people shape our destiny.
What do they care about? Should
we lecture or should we listen?
Or should we do a little of both?
Chetan Bhagat, David Levithan,
James Roy, AJ Betts.
Octagon Theatre

66

HAS MULTICULTURALISM
FAILED?

MORAL DILEMMAS

2–3pm
70

When is doing the wrong thing
often the right way? Caught in the
teeth of a dilemma, characters
must make or break. Elliot
Perlman, Nicholas Hasluck and
Barbara Trapido discuss how
characters navigate whether they
sink or swim.

75

Think you have got a really great idea for a book? Here’s your
chance to pitch it to someone who can tell you if it is any good
– and might be able to do something about it. You have exactly
three minutes to impress UWA publisher Terri-ann White with
your idea. Put your name at the door and wait to be called for
your chance at publishing fame and fortune. Or simply come along
and watch all the fast-talking action. Murdoch Lecture Theatre,
Ground Floor, Arts Building Sat 25 Feb, 2–3pm.

$13 Standard
$12 Friends
$10 Students
Unless specified

Winthrop Hall

THRILL ME, KILL ME

$13 Standard
$12 Friends
$10 Students
Unless specified

Crime fiction examines the
deepest and darkest corners of
the human psyche. Three writers
– Michael Robotham, Jo Nesbø
and Lauren Beukes – with very
different approaches to clinching
the spinechiller, discuss why we are
addicted to this genre of terror with
Jennifer Byrne.

Dolphin Theatre

WHAT’S THE PROBLEM
WITH POETRY?

Unless specified

Poetry was once considered a
measure of the country’s character
– yet now it struggles to be heard.
Dennis O’Driscoll, David Brooks and
Cate Kennedy contemplate why
poetry isn’t as popular as it once was.
Chair: William Yeoman.

John Birmingham, Lara Morgan
and Peter Docker share the
extraordinary visions for the
future – and the past – that
inhabit their writing.

A painting, a rumour, a family story
… Steven Carroll, Tangea Tansley
and Lisa Lang talk about the
inspiration for their books with Ara
Jansen.

Juliet Tent

THE PROFESSIONAL
CLASSES

THE ORPHEUS MYTH

STORIES FROM THE
WESTERN DESERT

60

61

62

Stockmen, policemen and rock stars
are stacked high on our bookshelves,
but why don’t the lawyers, plumbers
and deli owners make it to our bedside table? Stuart Littlemore, Nicholas
Hasluck and Liz Byrski discuss how
working for the suburban living
doesn’t earn dividends in literature.
Hackett Hall

PEOPLE I HAVE KNOWN

63

Not everything that she knows is in
print. Acclaimed biographer Selina
Hastings discusses the challenges
of documenting the lives of Nancy
Mitford, Evelyn Waugh, Rosamond
Lehmann and Somerset Maugham.

LAYING IT ON THE
LINE

67

TOM HUNGERFORD AND
HIS LITERARY LEGACY

Unless specified

Western Australian writers and
publishers reflect on the many facets
of Tom Hungerford’s work, and his
contribution to our literary heritage.
Brenda Walker, Clive Newman, David
Black, Deb Fitzpatrick. Chair: Delys Bird.
Presented by Writing WA.

64

WORSE THINGS
HAPPEN AT SEA

10

MEET THE
NEIGHBOURS

76

Just how honest do you really
have to be when writing about
your own life? Marieke Hardy,
Krissy Kneen and Rachel
Robertson consider whether
there is a line over which
memoirists will not cross. Chair:
Gillian O’Shaughnessy.

Actor, author and self-proclaimed
boofhead, William McInnes, joined
his other half Sarah Watt, awardwinning filmmaker, photographer
and animator, to produce a funny yet
moving book about life, love and the
day to day. He discusses their book
and life without Sarah.

India and China seem on track
for world domination in the
next century. So apart from
knowing they have a hunger for
our minerals, what else should
we know? Paul French, Michael
Wesley and Chetan Bhagat.
Chair: Krishna Sen.

REIMAGINING THE
FUTURE

HOW DID THEY COME
TO BE WRITING THAT?

STARTING OUT

68

69

No-one returns from
underground unchanged. Will
the impact of Western Australia’s
mining boom change us forever?
For better, or for worse? Paul
Cleary, Carmen Lawrence and
Paul Murray discuss.

KEEP LANGUAGE
ALIVE

13

Dual Miles Franklin award-winner
Kim Scott talks about the Wirlomin
Noongar Language project and his
passion for the human cultural pulse,
with Terri-ann White.

Tropical Grove

74

Living in the glare of the public
eye is rarely easy. Federal politician
The Hon Andrew Robb AO, MP;
comedian Fiona O’Loughlin and
Somerset Maugham’s biographer
Selina Hastings discuss the secrets
their subjects have kept under lock
and key.

THE PITCH

A trip to the supermarket feels like
an endless series of moral dilemmas.
Why has our relationship with meat
become so complex and what does
it say about our broader relationship
with animals? Mark Jensen, Matthew
Evans and Charlotte Wood talk to
Rob Broadfield.

European leaders claim
multiculturalism encourages
people to live separate lives, to
detach and fosters extremism. Is
this the case? Arnold Zable, Hanifa
Deen, Michelle Nouri and Alom
Shaha. Chair: Phillip Adams.

A PUBLIC LIFE

71

72

Tim Acker, Hetti Perkins and John
Carty discuss the unique place
the Ngaanyatjarra Lands have
in Aboriginal art history and the
wonderful stories and art that
emanate from this region. Chair:
Terri-ann White.

LOCATION, LOCATION,
LOCATION

73

Sometimes the story evolves from
the setting. Sara Foster, Stuart
Littlemore and Mandy Sayer
consider whether their stories
would have as much effect, set
elsewhere.

Three authors – Rohan Wilson,
Favel Parrett, Alan Carter –
whose first books have met
with great acclaim, talk about
how they came to writing, the
experience of being published
and the dreaded question of the
next book.

THE CONVERSATION

THE FAMILIAR ESSAY

79

Once a regular feature of
publishing, the familiar essay
is now the unfamiliar. What
constitutes an essay and why
should we prescribe to it as a
form? Imre Salusinszky, Ramona
Koval and Rachel Robertson.

(the) poetry is so intense that you stop breathing, so funny that you burst out
laughing, so precisely written that it is the very quintessence of Mozartian opera.
Le Monde
Feb 18–25 Octagon Theatre
$25–$82

78

Andrew Jaspan discusses the
role of the media in a global
landscape of shrinking business
models and declining journalistic
standards. How can independent
media provide a new voice?

Peter Brook
and CICT/Theatre des Bouffes du Nord

A MAGIC FLUTE

77

9

Saturday 25 February
Bookings and Festival Info 08 6488 5555 | perthfestival.com.au
3.30–4.30pm
ALL AT SEA

5–6pm
80

Why do we find the issue of asylum
seekers coming by boats so very hard to
deal with? Hanifa Deen, Annabel Crabb,
Niromi de Soyza and Robert Manne
discuss this controversial subject with
Carmen Lawrence.

Great Court Stage

POETRY READINGS

THE WRECKAGE

7–8pm
87

We are kept up at night by the nightmare
of a world of financial catastrophes, rogue
banks and international terrorism. Michael
Robotham talks to Jason Steger about
money, politics and power; how

these
themes inspired his conspiracy thriller, The
Wreckage; and why we salivate for stories
that are drawn from the fears of our time.
81

Come and hear poets Dennis O’Driscoll,
Cate Kennedy, Michael Crummey and
David Brooks read their work.

Great Court Stage

THE MEANING OF FOOD

88

The way we obtain, prepare and eat
our food says a huge amount about
us as a civilisation. Janet de Neefe,
Ramona Koval, Julietta Jameson and
Mark Jensen discuss the contemporary
hunter–gatherer. Chair: Jane Cornes.

THE STREET SWEEPER

8.30–9.30pm
96

THE FEAR

94

Elliot Perlman discusses his new novel,
which takes us from the death camps
of the Holocaust to the civil rights
movements in the United States.

Peter Godwin’s extraordinary account
of life in Robert Mugabe’s Zimbabwe
is terrifying, moving and uplifting. He
speaks to Geoff Hutchison.

$22 Standard/$20 Friends/
$16 Students

$22 Standard/$20 Friends/
$16 Students

Whitfeld Court

4

FEAST OF WORDS
Indulge in a gourmet three-course feast of food and Watershed wines as
literary stars complement each dish with specially chosen readings. Join UK
novelist Barbara Trapido (Sex and Stravinsky), Irish poet Dennis O’Driscoll
(Weather Permitting), NZ’s 2011 Commonwealth Writers’ Prize winner Craig
Cliff (A Man Melting) and Norwegian sensation Johan Harstad (Buzz Aldrin,
What Happened to You in All the Confusion?).
$127.50 Standard/$117.50 Friends

82

With cataclysmic climate change
threatening, a world-wide financial
catastrophe looming, overpopulation and
a famine in which millions will surely die, is
it time to consider whether the hyperbole
is making us immune to the message?
David Rieff, Ray Martin, James Paterson.
Chair: Phillip Adams.

WRITING AND ETHICS

83

AUSTRALIANS ALL

89

What is Australian? What is unAustralian? How has it changed in the
past 100 years? And what does it mean
anyway? George Megalogenis, Tom
Keneally and Hilary McPhee discuss.

WINE, WOMEN AND SONG

90

The allure of writing music entices
Australian women from all walks of
life. Join Rosalind Appleby and some
of our finest composers as they launch
Women of Note: The Rise of Australian
Women Composers with a selection of
beautiful music.

IS READING OVERRATED?

FROM LITTLE THINGS …

Does our very humanity reside in books
– or are we reading a little too much into
it? William McInnes, Nicki Greenberg,
Shona Martyn and Andrew Relph consider
the biggest question of the Festival with
Margaret Allen.

Julienne van Loon, Favel Parrett and
Julianne Schultz discuss how writing in
short forms is so valuable in developing
significant works of greater length.

True love must struggle against external –
and internal – forces. Charlotte Wood, Mandy
Sayer and Craig Sherborne discuss the role
of love as a complex entity in their work.

LIFE STORIES SESSIONS

86

Dave Graney, Fiona O’Loughlin and Anne
Manne consider why they decided to write
about their own lives.

COLLATERAL DAMAGE

92

Civilians are often caught in crossfire, but what about when they are
deliberately targeted? Paul Ham and
Kim Barker discuss how war crimes
and atrocities are somehow justified by
those who commit them.

A GLASS OF WINE AND A
GOOD BOOK

93

Felicity Young discusses The Dissection
of Murder with David Whish-Wilson.
Presented by Writing WA.

MEMORIES OF A YOUNG
BASTARD

9

Jo Nesbø is regarded as one of
the best crime writers of our time.
Join him and The West Australian's
Books Editor William Yeoman as they
discuss the inspiration for his new
novel, Phantom.
$22 Standard/$20 Friends/
$16 Students

96B

Hilary McPhee and Fay Zwicky in
conversation about their encounters
with the pioneering and influential
filmmaker Tim Burstall.

LIVING A GOOD LIFE,
WITHOUT GOD

98

Judeo-Christian traditions saturate our
culture but are they still relevant? Do we
need God’s guidance to be good? Alom
Shaha, Leslie Cannold, Jane Caro and
Canon Frank Sheehan discuss.
$22 Standard/$20 Friends/$16 Students

GET READING
WITH GILLO!
If you love a great read like Gillian
O’Shaughnessy then join her book club
Gillo’s Bookshelf!

Co-presented by Griffith REVIEW.

85

One of Australia’s favourites
Ray Martin, discusses the people who
have impressed him over his long, and
significant, career as a journalist.

PHANTOM

91

Presented in collaboration with the State
Library of WA National Year of Reading 2012.

HARD TO LOVE

95

$22 Standard/$20 Friends/
$16 Students

Art can express truths that are
inexpressible in other spheres. But writers
often face difficult decisions about how
‘truthful’ they can be. Colleen Egan, Frank
Moorhouse and Rachel Robertson reflect
on ethics and writing. Hosted by Westerly
Magazine. Chair: Tony Hughes–d’Aeth.
84

RAY MARTIN’S
FAVOURITES

As a member of Gillo’s Bookshelf you can
participate in a range of literary activities
on-air during the Afternoon show, in
your own time and at special Bookshelf
literary events. You will also receive a
regular eNewsletter to keep you up to
date on the latest literary happenings.

Media Partner

Join now at abc.net.au/perth

5–6PM

97

Sunken Garden

A TASTE OF SOMETHING
NEW
Award–winning WA author Craig Silvey
steps out of his garrett to give us an
exclusive sample of his new work.
He reads and chats to Perth Festival
Artistic Director Jonathan Holloway.

7–9.30PM

14

Sunken Garden

WOMEN OF LETTERS
Marieke Hardy and Michaela McGuire
present five brilliant writers in a
lively homage to the lost art of letter
writing. Stamps provided.
$27.50/$25 Friends/$25 Students

PERTH WRITERS FESTIVAL

ARMAGEDDON IS COMING
– AGAIN

10

Sunday 26 February
Bookings and Festival Info 08 6488 5555 | perthfestival.com.au
9.30–10.30am

11am–12pm

Romeo Tent

FATHERS AND SONS

$13 Standard
$12 Friends
$10 Students

Is it creative tension or just tension? The
relationship between fathers and sons is
fascinating territory to explore. Steven
Carroll, Nick Earls and Craig Sherborne speak
to Geordie Williamson.

99

NORTHERN LIGHTS

12.30–1.30pm
104

Scandinavia has captured the popular imagination
with its literature and film. Norwegian writers Jo
Nesbø and Johan Harstad discuss what it is about
Norway that makes it such fertile ground. Chair:
Mark Naglazas.

Octagon Theatre

WOMEN’S WORK

109

The roles of parents and carers are still
undervalued in our capitalist society – is
that because they are not important or
because they are often performed by
women? Anne Manne, Jane Caro and Liz
Byrski discuss the issues with Victoria
Laurie.

LOTTERYWEST FESTIVAL FILMS

$37.50 Standard
$33 Friends
$25 Students

HEADHUNTERS (MA 15+)
Jo Nesbø introduces the Australian premiere of Headhunters,
adapted from his bestselling novel. This exhilarating thriller-comedy
delves into the murky world of high-end art thievery, GPS and
paranoid short men.
FILM LAUNCH Sun 26 Feb, 8pm Somerville
SCREENING Somerville Sun 26 Feb–4 March, 8pm
Joondalup Tues 6–Sun 11 March, 8pm
PRICE $16 Standard/$14 Friends/$13.50 Concession/$11.50 Student

University Club
Theatre
$13 Standard
$12 Friends
$10 Students

Winthrop Hall
$13 Standard
$12 Friends
$10 Students

PERTH WRITERS FESTIVAL

Dolphin Theatre

Hackett Hall

SETTING THINGS STRAIGHT

100

105

AGAINST REMEMBRANCE

110

History does not offer up her secrets easily.
Facts are hidden and myths are fostered. But
the lies also reveal much about the times,
the circumstances and the people who
told them. Paul Ham, Selina Hastings, Tom
Keneally. Chair: Bron Sibree.

At the age of 17, Niromi de Soyza found herself
in an ambush from a small platoon of militants
fighting government forces in Sri Lanka. Procured
into the Tamil Tigers’ first female contingent, she
left behind her shocked middle-class family. She
speaks about her experiences.

Can our inability to forget make us actively
dangerous? Acclaimed journalist and
thinker David Rieff urges us to consider
whether the memories we collectively
foster serve us for better or for ill.

WE NEED TO TALK ABOUT
AFGHANISTAN

MEDIA MATTERS

THE GOURMET FARMER

101

Australian and US troops have been in Afghanistan
for more than 10 years. What are we doing there?
Have we done it? Will we ever be able to do it or
did we underestimate this complex region? Kim
Barker, David Rieff and Samina Yasmeen speak to
Paul Murray.

106

Are we being short-changed in the way important
issues and events are reported by the Australian
media or are we simply getting the journalism we
deserve? Ray Martin and Robert Manne.

I BELIEVE IN AN OPEN MIND, BUT 102 WILDERNESS AND PRESERVATION
NOT SO OPEN THAT YOUR BRAINS IN A GLOBALISED WORLD
FALL OUT
Should the reality of the contemporary ‘natural’

107

Does every opinion on climate change need
to be given the same weight, no matter what
the qualifications of the opinion giver? Has
the media’s approach confused the messages
around climate change? Andrew Jaspan, Stephen
Lewandowsky, Alom Shaha, James Paterson.

world cause us to question some of the
assumptions underpinning environmental thinking?
What does it mean to be natural and what does
it matter? Donovan Hohn, Victoria Laurie, Sara
Foster.

SHADY CHARACTERS

HEARING VOICES

103

Sometimes the most effective characters
are created with great restraint – and are
not always very nice people. So, as a reader,
how are our first impressions of a character
formed? Rohan Wilson, Cate Kennedy and
Elliot Perlman discuss.
Juliet Tent

THE TAMIL TIGRESS

108

Often it is the way something is spoken, or not
spoken at all, that reveals what is really going on.
Three writers discuss how they strive to capture
real voices. Wayne Macauley, Malcolm Knox,
Michael Crummey. Chair: Rob Payne.

111

Chef and food critic Matthew Evans turned
his back on the city to embark on a new life
on a farm in Tasmania to further his quest
for the finest food. He explains his belief that
through our food choices, we have the power
to make the world a better place.

MOTHERS AND DAUGHTERS

112

It’s all about your relationship with your
mother isn’t it? Three women ponder how
their own family lives have influenced their
writing – or not. Leslie Cannold, Charlotte
Wood, Tangea Tansley.

TRUTH IN NEWS

113

Join four Walkley-winning print journalists
as they reveal their sources on what
makes a good story, how to write the
news and what readers want. Presented
by the Walkley Foundation for Excellence
in Journalism. Bill Rule, Michael Beach,
Joseph Catanzaro and Colleen Egan.

Use the rich resources of the State Library of Western Australia to grow your story from idea
to publication. Take a tour of the building, view interesting items from the collection, and learn
how to find material online. Local authors Amanda Curtin and Elaine Forrestal will share how
they have used the Library to inspire their published work.
WHERE State Library of Western Australia
WHEN Sunday 11 March, 2–4.30pm
COST $22
Bookings can be made at the State Library Shop.
Ph: 08 9427 3211, opening hours Monday–Friday 9.30am–5pm, weekends 12–5pm.
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Sunday 26 February
Bookings and Festival Info 08 6488 5555 | perthfestival.com.au
2–3pm
114

The conventions of The Western
have had a big influence over other
forms of writing but telling the
white hats from the black hats is
not always easy. Peter Docker, Imre
Salusinszky and Stuart Littlemore
speak to Mark Naglazas.

5–6pm

FOOD FETISH

119

Cookbooks are selling by the score; Australia’s
best rating TV show is a cooking competition;
friends regale you for hours about their
dietary intolerances … but if we’re only talking
about food, what are we not talking about?
Does our obsession with food come at a
social cost? Wayne Macauley, Matthew Evans
and Mark Jensen.

ANGRY PENGUINS

7–8pm
125

An Australian literary and artistic avantgarde movement of the 1940s sent
shockwaves through Australian society.
See how these modernist ideas – for
better or worse – have reverberated
into our lives today. Steven Carroll,
David Brooks, Frank Moorhouse and
Hilary McPhee.

5–6PM
THE 14TH TALE

2

Written and performed by Inua Ellams
The 14th Tale is a free-flowing narrative that
tells the hilarious exploits of a mischief maker
who grew up on the clay streets of Nigeria,
the rooftops of Dublin and finally landed in
London. Inua vividly recreates the characters that
punctuated his upbringing in deft and beautiful
poetry, while exploring what it is to be a young,
black male in London today. Produced by Fuel.

ENTITLED AND
COMPLACENT

115

Are Australians giving enough
critical thought or attention to
their political leadership, how their
resource money is spent and their
place in the world? Michael Wesley,
Paul Cleary, Robert Manne.

COLD LIGHT

116

Situations we are familiar with and people we
know are all inspiration for stories that make
life explode into something that is delightfully,
and sometimes horrifyingly, unrecognisable.
Barbara Trapido, Craig Cliff and Arnold Zable
talk to Ara Jansen.

men relate to each other – or don’t –
creates great fodder for fiction. John
Birmingham, Nick Earls and Stephen
Scourfield discuss with Jane Cornes.

PORTRAYING EVIL

A PRIVATE LIFE

121

11

Glen Duncan, Alan Carter and Michael
Robotham consider what is evil: where does
it come from and how far away from us does
it live?

Former High Court Justice Michael
Kirby discusses his very personal
memoir in which he reflects on his
sexuality, his 42-year relationship with
Johan van Vloten, his religious beliefs
and his youthful infatuation with James
Dean.

DUST TO DUST

IRON LADIES

CONFLICT AND
CONSEQUENCES

122

Rugged and cold. Gentle and
generous. Humans are formed from
the earth and so their personality
and image is often shaped by
the landscape that surrounds
them. Michael Crummey, Stephen
Scourfield, Johan Harstad discuss
the true making of character.

With women in The Lodge and at Yarralumla,
do our female leaders still have a case to
make about the glass ceiling? Susan Mitchell,
Hanifa Deen and Liz Byrski discuss.

MAKING MEMOIR

THE STORY THAT WON’T LET
YOU GO

118

Selections are made, events omitted
and characters exaggerated; Julietta
Jameson, Alice Pung and Michael
Sala discuss how the real story can
often be hard to assemble.

CLOSING ADDRESS
INDIA AND US

8

Chetan Bhagat

As the old world order seems to
crumble around us, Asia is shaping up
as the centre of the new economy.
With a growing middle class, tradition
of education and burgeoning
economy, many believe India’s time
has come. Can it reach its potential? C

126
FINDING THE EXTRAORDINARY 120 THE BROMANCE
IN THE ORDINARY
Aussie blokes and their mates. The way

Frank Moorhouse talks to Jason
Steger about the third book in the
Edith Trilogy. The companion to the
novels Grand Days and Dark Palace,
Cold Light depicts the rise of modern
diplomacy and the failure of the
League of Nations to prevent WWll.
117

Octagon Theatre

123

Donovan Hohn, Andrea di Robilant and Paul
French talk about the stories they chased
down and where their journeys took them.

5–6PM

Tropical Grove

A GLASS OF WINE AND A
GOOD BOOK
Amanda Curtin discusses Inherited with
Richard Rossiter.
Presented by Writing WA.

124

127

CHOI
JEONG
HWA

The experience of life in a place
embroiled in conflict changes how you
see the world forever. Nigel Brennan,
Kim Barker, Niromi de Soyza and Peter
Godwin.

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

128

Maybe one reason why so many of our
public discussions seem to be so dumb
is because not enough smart people are
prepared to weigh into the debate? Leslie
Cannold, Imre Salusinszky, Robert Manne,
James Paterson and Andrew Jaspan ask
where the public intellectuals are.

MAY GIBBS – MORE THAN
A FAIRY TALE

129

Her gumnut babies captured the
imagination of generations of Australians
but as Robert Holden reveals to City of
South Perth Mayor Sue Doherty, there
was a lot more to this remarkable woman
– including her formative years defined
by Western Australia.

Celebrate art that exudes
abundance, colour and joy in this
spectacular moving sculpture.
Breathing Flower, by South
Korean artist Choi Jeong Hwa, is
a large scale art installation on
the reflection pond at Whitfeld
Court.
Fri 10 Feb–Sat 3 March, all day
Visual Arts Program Partner
Wesfarmers Arts

PERTH WRITERS FESTIVAL

THE GOOD, THE BAD
AND THE UGLY

3.30–4.30pm

12

Family Day Sessions – Sunday 26 February
Bookings and Festival Info 08 6488 5555 | perthfestival.com.au
9.30–10.15am
Juliet Tent
Come and listen
to your favourite
authors talk about
their new books.

Tropical Grove Stage
Authors answer
questions and sign
books after their
events – so ask those
questions you’ve
always wanted to
know the answers to!

Fox Theatre
KIDS WORKSHOPS
Price $12

10.30–11.15am

HOW AN IDEA FOR A BOOK
GROWS INTO A REAL BOOK
Tina Matthews

130

There are many ways to make pictures
and then make those pictures into a real
book. Come and see the amazing way Tina
Matthews’s award-winning book Out of an
Egg was made. (Ages 5–9)

TAKESHITA DEMONS
Cristy Burne

131

Would you sneak out of school camp, trek
through dark forest, and fight headless
demons to save your friends? Miku Takeshita
can, and she does! Join Cristy Burne to hear
the true stories behind her latest novel,
Takeshita Demons: The Filth Licker.
(Ages 8–14)

9.30–10.30AM
FREEING YOUR VERSE
Sally Murphy

THE GREATEST LIAR ON
EARTH

11.30am–12.15pm
133

AUTHOR AND ILLUSTRATOR
Briony Stewart

135

There is not a stir or a whisper when
Louis de Rougemont steps onto the stage
to recount his astonishing experiences.
A breathtaking tale of catastrophe and
miraculous events. Are Louis’s tales true? Or
is he the greatest liar on earth? Frané Lessac
and Mark Greenwood. (Ages 6–10)

Briony Stewart knows something about being
brave. She’s already published three Kumiko
and the Dragon books! Whether it’s living with
dragons in ancient Japan or even just setting
your first words down on paper as an author,
in this session we learn from Briony about
bravery. (Ages 8–14)

BABY ANIMAL FARM

FROM HYSTERICAL TO
HISTORICAL
Sally Murphy

134

Karen Blair launches her book Baby Animal
Farm. Come and ‘quack’, ‘oink’ and ‘moo’
then enjoy meeting some real baby animals!
(All ages)

Meet Sally Murphy and hear what makes her
write about topics as broad as a hog that can’t
have fun, a kid with cancer and the events of
World War One (detailed in her newest book
Do Not Forget Australia). Sally is the author
of over 30 books for children and teachers,
including award-winning verse novels Pearl
Verses the World and Toppling. (Ages 7–14)

11AM–12PM
WRITING HUMOUR:
IT’S NOT THAT HA-HA-HARD!
Oliver Phommavanh

132

Sally Murphy is a children’s poet who uses
poetry to explore everything from serious
issues such as dying through to silly ones
like having a spider in your knickers. In this
workshop she shares some hints for thinking
– and writing – like a poet. (Ages 7–14)

136

137

Got a funny story to tell? Love to laugh? Then
tickle your funny bone as Oliver reveals his
secrets for writing comedy. Kids will be doing
short and sharp exercises about making up
crazy characters, wacky plots and silly jokes.
Warning, things will get weird! (Ages 10–14)

PERTH WRITERS FESTIVAL

OTHER ACTIVITIES DURING THE DAY
CIRCUS SKILLS WORKSHOPS

COCO’S LUNCH (11.30AM & 2PM)

Ever wanted to learn how to juggle, master a diablo, spin a plate on a stick, or walk
on stilts? Here’s your chance to learn with our circus skills workshops! (All ages)

All-female award-winning powerhouse, Coco’s Lunch, will blow you and
your family away with their extraordinary song-writing and skin-tight vocal
harmonies, and perform all their hits from the ARIA Award (Best Children’s
Album) nominated, Rat Trap Snap!

ANIMAL PETTING FARM
Get up close and personal with numerous delightful baby animals in our custombuilt farm, including lambs, ducklings, chickens, rabbits, piglets and more!

KIDS COURTYARD
Join our authors and illustrators throughout the day as they read excerpts from
new and award-winning books. Grab your own copies from the bookshop and
get them signed, or get some of the literary answers you have always wanted
during question time. Sit back and relax as stories are read to you, get involved
and make your own book or get really creative by joining in making a mural or
some fantastic musical instruments.

FEED YOUR SOUL WITH YOUR HANDS
Join community artists group, Fibrant, and let your fingers tell new stories in
fresh and unexpected ways ... where new forms emerge from old in the creative
process. These activities, occurring throughout the day, are suitable for all ages
using a variety of new and recycled materials.

FACE PAINTING
Get on down to Writers Central and let our face-painting artists transform you
into a fairy, an animal or your favourite superhero!

BETTER BEGINNINGS
BOOKS, STORIES, RHYMES
Family Day supported by

Presented by the State Library of Western Australia.

Family and Education
Program Partner
City of Subiaco

Find classic stories and the latest children’s books for under fives, or enjoy
rhymes read aloud throughout the day. You can also join us in the Book Cubby: a
special place for families to make stories together. Bring your ideas, get inspired
by the work of others and put it all in a book to take home. (Ages 0–10)

Family Day Sessions – Sunday 26 February

13

Bookings and Festival Info 08 6488 5555 | perthfestival.com.au
JAMES ROY

1.30–2.15pm
138

WRITE FUNNY OR DIE LAUGHING

2.30–3.15pm
141

James Roy thinks that we make this writing
business far more complicated than it needs to
be, and that once the theoretical dust settles,
it’s really no more than telling a good story. With
humour and passion, James shares some of the
stories that he used to create his award-winning
fiction for young people. (Ages 7–14)

Have your children ever wondered how to make their
stories funny? Wonder no more. Author, comedian and
primary school teacher Oliver Phommavanh shares his
secrets while discussing his hilarious books Thai-riffic
and Con-nerd. (Ages 8–14)

THE TRUTH ABOUT PENGUINS

LEIGH HOBBS DRAWS OLD TOM
AND MR CHICKEN

139

Do you know the truth about penguins? About
the sunburn and the pizza and the funky beach
ponchos? Forget everything you’ve heard about
these misunderstood birds. Meg McKinlay is here
to set the story straight ... ish. (All ages)

140
12.30–1.30PM
TRUTH IS STRANGER THAN
FICTION
Mark Greenwood and Frané Lessac

After we have been entertained by a ripping yarn,
does it matter if it is actually true or not?
Mark Greenwood and illustrator Frané Lessac
invite you to take what’s real and believable and
weave your own tall tale. Find out how stories
become truth, and truth becomes stories. ‘Grow’
your own story and create an illustration to take
away. (Ages 8–13)

142

THE DRAGON MASTER
Carole Wilkinson

144

Did you know it’s actually the Year of the Dragon?
Come along and meet the author of the Dragonkeeper
books, find out where she gets all her inspiration and
be prepared to challenge her with some scaly dragon
questions! Do you know the best places to spot dragons
in Perth? (Ages 6–12)

STAIRCASE TO THE MOON
Bronwyn Houston

145

Join Leigh as he shows you how he draws some of his
funniest, nastiest – and best – characters. (All ages)

Everybody has a story to share, whether it’s real or
made up. Bronwyn – who is from Broome – tells
how she draws inspiration from the wonderful world
around her and how she discovered if you love writing
or drawing you just have to practise and your abilities
grow! (All ages)

2–3PM
ZINE WORKSHOP
Tina Matthews

3.30–4.30PM
WANT TO WRITE LIKE A PRO?
James Roy

143

Ever wanted to make your own zine? Join Tina
Matthews and read, make, illustrate and reproduce your
own! Discuss what zines say about their author and
what you might want to say yourself. (Ages 10–13)

146

Well, that’s going to take a bit of time and a lot of
determination. But every successful writer was a new
writer at some stage, and every published story began
with an idea, so why not get a bit of a head start by
doing James Roy’s ‘I don’t know what to write about’
workshop? You WILL find something to write about,
guaranteed. (Ages 10–14)

PERTH WRITERS FESTIVAL

12.30–1.15pm
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We have conveniently numbered 1 each session and matched these with the author biographies on pages 14 and 15. Find out a little more about the authors in
your chosen sessions, or start with their biography and follow their Writers Festival journey.
TIM ACKER (WA) works with Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander artists and communities
and has a close association with the
Ngaanyatjarra Lands. [72]
PHILLIP ADAMS (NSW) is an ABC broadcaster
and had his first by-line nearly 60 years ago
and has since written books, TV series, feature
films, and won many awards. [45, 66, 82]
MARGARET ALLEN (WA) is the CEO and
State Librarian of the State Library of Western
Australia. [84]
ROSALIND APPLEBY (WA) is a music critic
for The West Australian and has contributed to
national and international publications,
including Opera magazine (London). Her book
is Women of Note. [90]
KIM BARKER (USA) is a journalist and writer.
She was awarded a Press Fellowship to study
in Afghanistan and Pakistan. Her latest book is
The Taliban Shuffle. [92, 101, 127]
MICHAEL BEACH (WA) is a Walkley
Award-winning journalist who is currently the
Deputy Editor of The West Australian. [113]
AMANDA (AJ) BETTS (WA) is a Perth-based
teacher, speaker and author of two young adult
novels, Wavelength and ShutterSpeed. [20, 65]
LAUREN BEUKES (South Africa) was named
South Africa’s Author of the Year 2010. She is a
writer, scriptwriter and journalist. Zoo City is
her latest book. [25, 32, 55, 60]
CHETAN BHAGAT (India) is the author of
several bestselling books and has been named
in Time magazine’s 100 most influential people.
His latest book is Revolution 2020. [8, 65, 76]
DELYS BIRD (WA) is the Editor of Westerly
and Senior Honorary Research Fellow at The
University of Western Australia. [64]
JOHN BIRMINGHAM (QLD) is a journalist,
blogger, and the author of the cult classic, He
Died with a Falafel in His Hand. His new work is
Angels of Vengeance. [53, 58, 68, 126]
KAREN BLAIR (WA) has an Arts Degree from
UWA, and teaches Primary Art. Her first picture
book as writer and illustrator is Baby Animal
Farm. [134]
DAVID BLACK (WA) is Professor Emeritus in
Politics at Curtin University, Chair of the
Parliamentary History Advisory Commitee and
a Parliamentary Fellow (History). [64]
NIGEL BRENNAN (QLD) is a photojournalist
who in 2008 was captured in Somalia and kept
hostage for 462 days. The Price of Life is his
first book. [32, 43, 127]
ROB BROADFIELD (WA) is a journalist,
columnist, restaurant critic, radio and TV
commentator and Editor of the West
Australian Good Food Guide. [59]
DAVID BROOKS (NSW) is a poet, writer and
essayist. He was shortlisted for the 2008 Miles
Franklin Award and the 2009 NSW Premier’s
Kenneth Slessor Award. The Sons of Clovis is
his fourth novel. [26, 33, 61, 81, 125]
ANDREW BOVELL (WA) is an award-winning
writer for theatre, film and television. [53]
CRISTY BURNE (WA) is a scientist, author and
has been an editor of Scientriffic magazine.
Takeshita Demons: Monster Matsuri is
scheduled for release in 2012. [131]
ANTONIO (TONY) BUTI (WA) lectures in law
at The University of Western Australia and is
the Member for Armadale. His latest work is
Brothers: Justice, Corruption and the
Micklebergs. [3, 56]
JENNIFER BYRNE (NSW) is a journalist,
broadcaster, writer and interviewer. She is the
host of First Tuesday Book Club. [60]
LIZ BYRSKI (WA) is a writer and broadcaster
with more than 40 years experience in the
media. Her latest book is Last Chance Café.
[62, 109, 122]
LESLIE CANNOLD (VIC) is an author and
award-winning columnist and was named the
2011 Australian Humanist of the Year. Her first
novel is The Book of Rachael.
[98, 112, 128]
JANE CARO (NSW) is a copywriter, lecturer,
author and media commentator. She has won
several awards, and runs her own
communications consultancy. Her new work is
Just a Girl. [34, 98, 109]
STEVEN CARROLL (NSW) has won the
Commonwealth Writers’ Prize for Best Book
and the 2008 Miles Franklin Award. His latest

book is The Spirit of Progress.
[71, 99, 125]
ALAN CARTER (WA) is a television
documentary director, whose credits include
the SBS series Who Do You Think You Are?
and Desperately Seeking Sheila. His debut
novel is Prime Cut. [57, 77, 121]
JOHN CARTY (WA) is an anthropologist and
writer who works with Aboriginal artists in the
Western Desert, Kimberley and Central
Australia. [72]
JOSEPH CATANZARO (WA) is a defence
reporter at The West Australian and a Walkley
Award winner. [113]
PAUL CLEARY (NSW) is a researcher and a
senior writer with The Australian. He was
awarded a Chevening Fellowship by the United
Kingdom Foreign Office. His latest book is Too
Much Luck. [49, 69, 115]
CRAIG CLIFF (NZ) has three university
degrees, worked in Australia and Scotland and
tried to write a million words in one year. A
Man Melting is his newest book.
[4, 44, 120]
SIMON COLLINS (WA) has been Music Editor
for The West Australian for the past decade.
[5]
BARBARA CONNELL (WA) is a screenwriter,
script analyst and the WA State Chair of the
Australian Writer’s Guild. [53]
JANE CORNES (WA) is one of WA’s most
respected food writers and editors and
contributes to Scoop magazine, Post
newspapers and Gourmet Traveller magazine.
[39, 88, 126]
REVEREND TIM COSTELLO (VIC) is a
prominent Baptist minister and current CEO of
World Vision Australia. He is an Australian
Living Treasure. [54]
ANNABEL CRABB (NSW) is one of Australia’s
most popular political commentators and 2009
Walkley Award winner. She is a regular guest
on the ABC’s Insiders. [3, 35, 80]
MICHAEL CRUMMEY (Canada) is the author
of three collections of poetry, a book of short
stories and a novel, and has won several poetry
awards. His latest book is Galore. [47, 81, 108,
117]
AMANDA CURTIN (WA) is a writer and
freelance book editor who has won many
Australian literary awards. Her latest title is
Inherited. [19, 44, 124]
BONNIE DAVIES (WA) had her first solo show
in the 2011 Edinburgh Festival Fringe and was
nominated for ‘Best of the Fest’ at the
WA-Ha-Ha Wild West Comedy Festival. [5]
HANIFA DEEN (VIC) has written on the issues
of Australian Muslims and Muslim women, and
was shortlisted for the WA Premier’s Book
Award in 1998. Her latest book is Ali Abdul V
The King: Muslim Stories from the Dark Days
of White Australia. [66, 80, 122]
JANET DE NEEFE (Australia/Bali) is an artist,
restaurateur and the Founder and Director of
the Ubud Writers and Readers Festival. Her
latest book is Bali: Food of My Island Home.
[37, 88]
NIROMI DE SOYZA (NSW) is a former child
soldier – and one of the first female fighters –

of the deadly guerilla army Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam. She is the author of Tamil Tigress.
[80, 105, 127]
ANDREA DI ROBILANT (Italy) is the author of
the acclaimed novel Venetian Affair. His latest
book is Venetian Navigators: The Voyages of
the Zen Brothers to the Far North. [50, 123]
PETER DOCKER’s (WA) short stories have
been published in Australian literary journals
and he has written for stage and radio. The
Waterboys is his newest book. [68, 114]
SUE DOHERTY was elected Mayor to the City
of South Perth in 2002. [129]
GLEN DUNCAN (UK) was named one of
Britain’s twenty best young novelists by the
Times Literary Supplement and was shortlisted
for the Geoffrey Faber Memorial Prize. The
Last Werewolf is his newest book. [39, 121]
NICK EARLS (QLD) is an award-winning
novelist, who writes humorous popular fiction
about everyday life. His newest book is The Fix.
[18, 57, 99, 126]
COLLEEN EGAN (WA) is a Walkley
Award-winning journalist and author and an

assistant editor at The West Australian and a
member of the Walkley Advisory Board. [83,
113]
INUA ELLAMS (UK) is an award-winning poet
and performer influenced as much by classic
literature as by hip hop, crossing traditional
storytelling with contemporary diction, loose
rhythm and rhyme. [2]
MATTHEW EVANS (NSW) is a chef, food
writer and the presenter of the TV program
Gourmet Farmer. His most recent books are
The Real Food Companion and Winter on the
Farm. [59, 111, 119]
DEB FITZPATRICK (WA) is the author of two
books for young adults, Have you seen Ally
Queen? and 90 Packets of instant noodles.
[64]
PETER FITZSIMONS (NSW) is an author and
journalist. He was Australia’s bestselling
non-fiction writer in 2001 and 2004. His latest
books are Batavia and Mawson. [12, 40, 49]
PAUL FRENCH (UK) studied history,
economics and Mandarin in London and has an
M.Phil in Economics. He is the author of four
works of Asian History. His newest book is
Midnight in Peking. [58, 76, 123]
SARA FOSTER (WA) has worked as an editor
in the publishing industry for many years. Her
first novel, Come Back to Me, reached number
10 on the SMH Fiction Bestseller List in
February 2010. [29, 73, 107]
PETER GODWIN (US) was born and raised in
Africa. He is an award-winning foreign
correspondent, author, documentary-maker
and screenwriter. The Fear is his latest release.
[36, 94, 127]
DAVE GRANEY (VIC) is an ARIA-award
winning, gold record-wearing musician who has
recorded roughly twenty-four albums over
thirty years. His first book is 1001 Australian
Nights. [5, 86]
NICKI GREENBERG (VIC) is a writer and
illustrator with a special interest in sequential
art narrative – comics. Hamlet is her latest
book. [84]
MARK GREENWOOD (WA) has twice won the
WA Premier’s Award for children’s books, with
The Legend of Moondyne Joe and The Legend
of Lasseter’s Reef. The Greatest Liar on Earth
is his newest collaboration. [1, 133, 140]
GERMAINE GREER (UK) was born in
Melbourne and educated at Cambridge
University. Her first book, The Female Eunuch
(1969), remains one of the most influential
texts of the feminist movement. [7]
PAUL HAM (NSW) is a Sydney-based historian.
His book, Vietnam, won the NSW Premier’s
Prize for Australian History. Hiroshima
Nagasaki is his newest book.
[49, 92, 100]
MARIEKE HARDY (VIC) is a screenwriter,
blogger, radio broadcaster and writer of regular
political columns for ABC’s The Drum. Her
latest novel is You’ll Be Sorry When I’m Dead.
[14, 58, 67]
JOHAN HARSTAD (Norway) is a short story
writer, novelist and playwright. He has
published collections From Here On In You
Only Get Older and Ambulance. His first novel
is Buzz Aldrin, What Happened to You in All the
Confusion? [4, 104, 117]
THE HON JUSTICE NICHOLAS HASLUCK AM
(WA) is an Australian novelist, poet, short story
writer and Former Supreme Court Justice. His
latest novel Dismissal tracks the downfall of
the Whitlam Government.
[62, 70]
SELINA HASTINGS (UK) is a writer, journalist
and author. A Fellow of the Royal Society of
Literature, she has been a judge of the Booker,
Whitbread, British Academy, Ondaatje and Duff
Cooper Prizes, and the UK Biographers’ Award.
[63, 74, 100]
LEIGH HOBBS (VIC) is an artist and author
best known for his children’s book character
Old Tom. His latest book is Mr Badger and the
Big Surprise. [1, 38, 142]
DONOVAN HOHN (UK) is the recipient of the
Whiting Writers’ Award, Hopwood Awards in
essay and poetry, and an Ocean Science
Journalism Fellowship. Moby Duck is his latest
book. [48, 107, 123]
ROBERT HOLDEN (NSW) was the curator of

The Museum of Childhood and has written
numerous books on artists (particularly
children’s book illustrators). He is widely
recognised for his work. [129]
SHEILA HOLLINGWORTH (VIC) is a freelance
writer and cartoonist. She also teaches
non-fiction and corporate writing, most
recently at the CAE in Melbourne. [23]
BRONWYN HOUSTON (WA) was born in
Broome and descended from the Nyiyaparli
and Yindjiparndi people of the Wana clan in the
Pilbara region. She is the author and illustrator
of Staircase to the Moon. [145]
TONY HUGHES-D’AETH is a writer, cultural
historian and Associate Professor of English
and Cultural Studies at The University of
Western Australia. [83]
GEOFF HUTCHINSON (WA) is an
accomplished Australian Journalist and
morning presenter on 720 ABC Perth. [94]
ARA JANSEN (WA) has been a respected
journalist for more than two decades, including
being the former music editor of The West
Australian. [71, 120]
JULIETTA JAMESON (VIC) is one of
Australia’s most experienced print journalists.
Me, Myself and Lord Byron is her newest book.
[28, 37, 88, 118]
ANDREW JASPAN (NSW) is the Editor, and
Co-founder, of The Conversation. Previously he
edited The Age, The Observer (London), The
Scotsman and was Editor-in-Chief of The Big
Issue (London). [78, 102, 128]
MARK JENSEN (NSW) is passionate about
ethical eating and is transforming Sydney’s Red
Lantern into an environmentally sustainable
restaurant. The Urban Cook: cooking and
eating for a sustainable future is his latest
book. [59, 88, 119]
TOM KENEALLY (NSW) won the Booker Prize
in 1982 with Schindler’s Ark, later made into
the film Schindler’s List. His latest publication is
Australians (Volume 2): Eureka to the Diggers.
[54, 89, 100]
CATE KENNEDY (VIC) is the author of The
World Beneath, which won the NSW Premier’s
Literary Award (People’s Choice) in 2010. Her
newest book is A Taste of River Water. [61, 81,
103]
THE HON MICHAEL KIRBY AC, CMG (NSW)
was Australia’s longest serving judge when he
retired from the High Court of Australia in
2009. His memoir A Private Life is his newest
book. [11]
KRISSY KNEEN (VIC) is a bookseller and
author of a collection of erotica, Swallow the
Sound, and a memoir, Affection. Her latest
book is Triptych. [31, 39, 51, 67]
SARAH KNIGHT Sarah Knight is the former
webmistress for 720 ABC Perth and a blogger
of 10 years. She is currently the Regional
Content Director for ABC Local Radio. [58]
MALCOLM KNOX (NSW) is a Walkley
Award-winning journalist and the author of
several books, including Jamaica, which won
the Colin Roderick Award. His latest book is
The Life. [33, 40, 108]
RAMONA KOVAL (VIC) is a writer, journalist
and broadcaster, whose career at the ABC
spanned 20 years. Her latest book is Speaking
Volumes: Interviews with Remarkable writers.
[50, 79, 88]
LISA LANG (VIC) is the author of the
non-fiction book E W Cole: Chasing the
Rainbow. Her novel Utopian Man was the
co-winner of The Australian/Vogel Literary
Award in 2009. [27, 34, 71]
VICTORIA LAURIE (WA) is an award-winning
journalist. She began her career in radio and
TV, followed by print journalism for The
Bulletin, The Australian and Weekend
Magazine. [107, 109]
CARMEN LAWRENCE (WA) is a Professional
Fellow at the The University of Western
Australia. She has served in state and federal
politics for 21 years. [54, 69, 80]
JULIA LAWRINSON (WA) writes fiction for
young adults and children. Her first novel,
Obsession, won the 2001 WA Premier’s Prize
for Young Adult Writing. Her latest novel is
Chess Nuts. [56]
FRANÉ LESSAC (WA) has illustrated over 30
children’s books and was honoured with the
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Muriel Barwell Award for Service to Children’s
Literature (2010). The Greatest Liar on Earth,
is her latest collaboration.
[1, 133, 140]
DAVID LEVITHAN (USA) is the author of Boy
Meets Boy, Will Grayson, Will Grayson (with
John Green), and Nick and Norah’s Infinite
Playlist (with Rachel Cohn). His latest book is
The Lover’s Dictionary. [65]
STEPHAN LEWANDOWKSY The University of
Western Australia Winthrop Professor
Lewandowsky (WA) is a cognitive scientist
studying the role scepticism plays in processing
information. [102]
STUART LITTLEMORE QC (NSW) is an
Australian barrister and former journalist. He
hosted ABC’s Media Watch from 1989 to 1997.
Harry Curry: Counsel of Choice is his new
novel. [62, 73, 114]
ANGELO LOUKAKIS (NSW) is currently
Executive Director of the Australian Society of
Authors. He is the author of For the Patriarch
and winner of a NSW Premier’s Literary Award.
His latest novel is Houdini’s Flight. [32, 38]
JAMES LUSH (WA) hosts 720 ABC’s Saturday
Breakfast. He runs Lush TV and is a regular
MC, facilitator and host of many of WA’s
largest events. [12]
WAYNE MACAULEY (VIC) is a short story
writer. He was anthologised in Best Australian
Stories 2001. The Cook is his latest book.
[33, 108, 119]
ANNE MANNE (VIC) is a writer, essayist and
social commentator. She has been a regular
columnist for The Australian and The Age. Her
new book is Narcissism.
[35, 51, 86, 109]
ROBERT MANNE (VIC) is Professor of Politics
at La Trobe University and a regular
commentator with The Age, the Sydney
Morning Herald and ABC radio and television.
Trouble is his latest book. [80, 106, 115, 128]
RAY MARTIN (NSW) has won five Gold Logies,
more than twenty Silver Logies and an
unmatched number of People’s Choice
Awards. He was awarded an Order of Australia
in 2011. [82, 95, 106]
SHONA MARTYN (NSW) is th e Publishing
Director at HarperCollins (Australia and New
Zealand). [84]
TINA MATTHEWS (NSW) has worked in
children’s theatre and television for 30 years as
a puppet maker, designer and writer. Her latest
children’s book is Waiting for Later. [130, 143]
MICHAELA MCGUIRE (VIC) co-curates
Women of Letters. She has worked as a
columnist for The Sunday Age and Q Weekend.
Her first book is Apply Within: Stories of
Career Sabotage (2009). [14]
WILLIAM MCINNES (VIC) is one of Australia’s
most popular stage and screen actors. He is
the author of A Man’s Got to Have a Hobby
and his recent book, co-written with Sarah
Watt, is Worse Things Happen At Sea.
[10, 32, 84]
MEG MCKINLAY (WA) is a children’s writer
who divides her time between teaching and
writing. Her two latest books are Duck for a
Day and The Truth About Penguins. [139]
HILARY MCPHEE (VIC) is an editor, writer and
former publisher. Memoirs of a Young Bastard
– the Diaries of Tim Burstall is her latest book.
[89, 125, 96B]
GEORGE MEGALOGENIS (VIC) is a senior
writer with The Australian and author of
Faultlines: Race, Work and the Politics of
Changing Australia. He also writes the popular
blog Meganomics. [3, 45, 89]
SUSAN MITCHELL (SA) is the author of the
ground-breaking, bestselling book Tall Poppies.
Her newest book is Tony Abbott: A Man’s Man.
[35, 45, 122]
FRANK MOORHOUSE’s (NSW) novel Dark
Palace won the 2001 Miles Franklin Literary
Award. He was made a member of the Order
of Australia for services to literature in 1985.
His newest book is Cold Light.
[39, 83, 116, 125]
LARA MORGAN (WA) is author of Rosie Black
Chronicles series. The latest addition to the
series is Genesis. [30, 55, 68]
SALLY MURPHY’s (WA) Pearl Verses the
World (illustrated by Heather Potter) won the

Indie Book of the Year (for Children) 2009.
Her latest book is Toppling. [1, 132, 136]
PAUL MURRAY (WA) hosts 6PR’s Mornings.
He currently writes two weekly columns for
The West Australian – where he was Editor
from 1990 to 2000. [69, 101]
MARK NAGLAZAS (WA) is the Film Editor and
Chief Film Critic of The West Australian.
[104, 114]
NOEL NANNUP (WA) is an Indigenous
Heritage Consultant, story teller, cultural guide,
cultural instructor, mentor and an author and
narrator of several books, CDs and maps. [24]
MALCOLM NEIL (VIC) is the Director of
Vendor Relations for Kobo (e-readers) in
Australian and New Zealand. [52]
JO NESBØ (Norway) has authored nine crime
novels featuring Detective Harry Hole, which
have achieved unparalleled success in Norway
and abroad. His new novel is Phantom.
[9, 60, 104]
CLIVE NEWMAN (WA) is the Director of
Fremantle Press. [64]
BARRY NICHOLLS (WA) is an author and
ABC broadcaster. [40]
MICHELLE NOURI (Italy) was born in Prague
and was raised in Baghdad. She was a
commentator on international television during
the Iraq War. The Girl from Baghdad is her first
book. [41, 66]
DENNIS O’DRISCOLL (Ireland) is a poet,
whose many books include New and Selected
Poems and The Bloodaxe Book of Poetry
Quotations. His new collection Dear Life is due
for publication in 2012. [4, 61, 81]
FIONA O’LOUGHLIN (NT) is a stand-up
comedian based in Alice Springs. Me of the
Never Never is her first book. [5, 74, 86]
GILLIAN O’SHAUGHNESSY (WA) is
Afternoons presenter on 720 ABC Perth. [67]
FAVEL PARRETT (VIC) is the author of Past
the Shallows. [42, 77, 91]
JAMES PATERSON (VIC) is Associate Editor
of the IPA Review, a columnist with Think and
Grow Rich magazine and is regularly published
in The Spectator Australia and ABC’s The
Drum. [82, 102, 128]
ROB PAYNE (WA) is the author of five novels,
including Working Class Zero and Sushi Daze.
[47, 108]
HETTI PERKINS (NSW) is a member of the
Eastern Arrernte and Kalkadoon Aboriginal
communities and is one of the nation’s most
respected curators of Aboriginal art. She was
until recently, senior curator of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Art at the Art Gallery of
NSW. [72]
ELLIOT PERLMAN (VIC) is an award-winning
author of several novels. The Street Sweeper is
his latest book. [36, 70, 96, 103]
OLIVER PHOMMAVANH (NSW) is a teacher, a
comedian and the author of Thai-riffic! and
Con-nerd. [1, 137, 141]
ALICE PUNG’s (NSW) first book, Unpolished
Gem, won the Australian Book Industry
Newcomer of the Year Award and was
nominated for the Victorian and New South
Wales Premier’s Literary Awards. She edited
the anthology, Growing up Asian in Australia.
[22, 46, 118]
DAVID RIEFF (US) is a New York-based
journalist and author. He is a regular
contributor to the The New York Times.
[54, 82, 101, 110]
ANDREW RELPH (WA) is a clinical
psychologist and psychotherapist . Not
Drowning, Reading is his first book. [84]
THE HON ANDREW ROBB AO, MP (NSW) is
the Shadow Minister for Finance and Debt
Reduction. In 2003 he was awarded the Office
of the Order of Australia and Centenary Medal
for his service to agriculture, politics and the
community. He is the author of Black Dog
Daze. [3, 45 74]
RACHEL ROBERTSON (WA) is a writer and
lecturer in Professional Writing and Publishing
at Curtin University. Her short fiction and
essays have been published in many Australian
journals and anthologies. Her new book is And
Besides … [67, 79, 83]
STEPHEN ROMEI (NSW) is The Australian’s
Literary Editor. [15, 40]
MICHAEL ROBOTHAM (WA) was an

investigative journalist before becoming a
pseudonymous author of bestselling
non-fiction books. The Wreckage is his latest
book. [60, 87, 121]
RICHARD ROSSITER (WA) has extensive
experience teaching literature and supervising
postgraduate creative writing students. He has
judged numerous literary and writing awards
(including the Western Australian Premier’s
Book Awards), is a consultant editor for Papers
and has been the fiction editor for Indigo and
Westerly. [124]
JAMES ROY (NSW) has written a number of
critically acclaimed works of fiction and
non-fiction for young people, including The
Children’s Book Council of Australia
award-winners, Captain Mack and Billy Mack’s
War. Edsel Gizzler (book 3) is his newest book.
[65, 138, 146]
BILL RULE (WA) is the Deputy Editor of The
Sunday Times. [113]
MICHAEL SALA (NSW) has been shortlisted
for the prestigious The Australian/Vogel
Literary Award and been thrice selected for
Best Australian Stories. [42, 118]
IMRE SALUSINSZKY’S (NSW) many
publications include The Oxford Book of
Australian Essays (Editor) and On Rabbits,
Morality, Etc.: Selected Writings of Walter
Murdoch. He was Chair of the Literature Board
of the Australia Council for the Arts between
2006 and 2009, and in 2003 was awarded the
Centenary Medal for his services to the study
and teaching of English. [79, 114, 128]
MANDY SAYER (WA) has won several awards
for her fiction and non-fiction work, including
The Australian/Vogel Literary Award for Mood
Indigo. Her newest work is Love in the Years of
Lunacy. [46, 73, 85]
KIM SCOTT’s (WA) ancestral Noongar country
is the south-east coast of Western Australia
between Gairdner River and Cape Arid. He has
won the Miles Franklin award twice, most
recently for That Deadman Dance. Mamang
and Noongar Mambara Bakitj are his new
releases. [13, 46]
STEPHEN SCOURFIELD (WA) is the Travel
Editor of The West Australian and an
award-winning author of fiction and
non-fiction books. His new work
Unaccountable Hours is due for publication in
2012. [37, 117, 126]
JULIANNE SCHULTZ (QLD) is the Founding
Editor of Griffith REVIEW and a member of the
boards of the Australian Broadcasting
Corporation and Grattan Institute, and Chair of
the Queensland Design Council. [91]
KRISHNA SEN (WA) is Dean of the Faculty of
Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences at The
University of Western Australia, and a Fellow
of the Australian Academy of the Humanities.
[76]
ALOM SHAHA (UK) is a filmmaker, science
writer and public speaker and teacher. His
book, The Young Atheists Handbook is due for
publication in 2012. [66, 98, 102]
CANON FRANK SHEEHAN (WA) is Director of
the Centre for Ethics at Christ Church
Grammar School, Claremont, and the Senior
Canon at St George’s Cathedral Perth. He can
be heard regularly on ABC Radio. [98]
CRAIG SHERBORNE’s (VIC) memoir Hoi Polloi
was shortlisted for the Queensland and
Victorian Premier’s Literary Awards. The
follow-up, Muck, won the Queensland Literary
Award for Non-fiction. Amateur Science of
Love is his newest release.
[42, 85, 99]
BRON SIBREE (WA) is a Fremantle-based
freelance journalist. [100]
CRAIG SILVEY (WA) is the author of the
best-selling book Rhubarb. He has received a
Sydney Morning Herald Best Young Novelist
Award. [97]
DENISE SMITH-ALI (WA) has dedicated her
recent working life to reclaiming and reviving
Noongar language. She is a project officer for
Dandjoo Moordyap Darbakan – Noongar
Language Project. [24]
KATIE SMITH MILWAY (USA) is the
award-winning author of One Hen: How One
Small Loan Made a Big Difference. Her writer’s
quest is to bring world issues to elementary

and middle school children. [54]
JEFF SPARROW (VIC) is an Australian
Leftwing writer, editor (of Overland) and
former socialist activist. Killing: Misadventures
in violence is his latest book. [52]
JASON STEGER (VIC) is Literary Editor of The
Age and The Sunday Age. He is a regular
panellist on the ABC’s First Tuesday Book Club.
[87, 116]
BRIONY STEWART (WA) first book, Kumiko
and the Dragon won the 2007 Aurealis Award
for Children’s Short Fiction. Kumiko and the
Shadow Catchers was released in May 2011.
[135]
TANGEA TANSLEY (WA) was born in
Zimbabwe and moved to Australia when she
was fifteen years old. She is a descendent of
the Kozminsky family. The Early Kozminskys is
her first novel. [71, 112]
BARBARA TRAPIDO (UK) is the author of
several award-winning novels, including
Brother of the More Famous Jack and winner
of a Whitbread Special Prize for Fiction. Sex
and Stravinsky is her latest work. [4, 70, 120]
JANETTE TURNER HOSPITAL (USA) writes
novels, short stories and teaches literature and
creative writing. She has won a number of
international literary awards. Forecast
Turbulence is her latest work. [15, 36, 44]
JULIENNE VAN LOON (WA) is a senior
lecturer in creative writing at Curtin University
and author of several fiction and non-fiction
works. [91]
PETER VAN ONSELEN (WA) is Associate
Professor of Politics and Government, School
of Communications and Arts at Edith Cowan
University. [3]
ERICA WAGNER (VIC) works for Allen and
Unwin, publishing a range of highly acclaimed
picture books, fiction and non-fiction for
children and teenagers. [38]
BRENDA WALKER (WA) is the author of
several novels. Reading by Moonlight: How
Books Saved a Life won the 2010 Victorian
Premier’s Award for Non-Fiction. Brenda
teaches non-fiction at The University of
Western Australia. [64]
MICHAEL WESLEY (NSW) is the Executive
Director of the Lowy Institute for International
Policy. There Goes the Neighbourhood:
Australia and the Rise of Asia is his newest
book. [76, 115]
TERRI-ANN WHITE (WA) is Director of UWA
Publishing, a writer, former bookseller and
general enthusiast about books and ideas.
[13, 72, 75]
CAROLE WILKINSON (VIC) has written more
than 30 books of historical fiction and
non-fiction. Her novel Dragonkeeper has won
many awards. [1, 55, 144]
GEORDIE WILLIAMSON (NSW) is Chief
Literary Critic of The Australian and a regular
contributor to ABC Radio National’s The Book
Show. [44, 51, 99]
ROHAN WILSON (TAS) is the author of The
Roving Party. [34, 77, 103]
DAVID WHISH-WILSON (WA) teaches
Creative Writing at Curtin University. His work
has Shortlisted for The Australian/Vogel
Literary Award. His latest book is Line of Sight.
[93]
CHARLOTTE WOOD (NSW) is an awardwinning author of several books. Animal
People is her newest work. [59, 85, 112]
SAMINA YASMEEN (WA) is the Director of
Centre for Muslim States and Societies at The
University of Western Australia. [101]
WILLIAM YEOMAN (WA) is Books Editor and
Senior Arts Writer for The West Australian.
[9, 61]
FELICITY YOUNG (WA) is a celebrated crime
writer. The Dissection of Murder is her new
book. [21, 57, 93]
ARNOLD ZABLE (VIC) is the President of the
International PEN, a human rights advocate
and the author of several books. Violin Lessons
was released in late 2011. [46, 66, 120]
FAY ZWICKY (WA) is a contemporary
Australian poet, short story writer and
academic. [96B]
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We have conveniently numbered 1 each session and matched these with the author biographies on pages 14 and 15. Find out a little more about the authors in
your chosen sessions, or start with their biography and follow their Writers Festival journey.

16

Perth Writers Festival Precinct
MAIN ENTRANCE

TO PERTH

N

STIRLING HIGHWAY

PARKING

WHITFELD
COURT
SUNKEN
GARDEN

HACKETT
HALL

DOLPHIN
THEATRE

WINTHROP HALL

B

T
LAWRENCE
WILSON
GALLERY

F
F

S

SOMERVILLE

T
B

I

OCTAGON
THEATRE

ROMEO
TENT
TROPICAL GROVE

RILEY OVAL

HACKETT DRIVE

WRITERS
CENTRAL

T

ENTRANCE

JULIET
TENT
GREAT COURT
I

INFO TENT

F

FOOD

T

TOILETS

I

T
W

ARTS

REID LIBRARY

F

T

UNIVERSITY CLUB

W WATER
B

BOX OFFICE

S

BOOKSHOP

PARKING

PARKING

Founder
Perth Writers Festival Program Partner

PERTH WRITERS FESTIVAL

VENUE & FESTIVAL INFORMATION
All Perth Writers Festival events are at The University of Western Australia
(35 Stirling Highway, Crawley).
An information booth is located adjacent to Writers Central. If you need
assistance at any time, please ask one of our many friendly volunteers
wearing Festival t-shirts.

Family and Education
Program Partner

Indigenous Program
Partner

Media Partner

WHEELCHAIR ACCESS AND CAPTIONED
PERFORMANCES
All Perth Writers Festival venues are wheelchair accessible.
C Captioned performances for the hearing impaired:
Opening Address: Germaine Greer
Eco-Feminism Then and Now, Thur 23 Feb, 7pm

Supported by

Public Funding Partner

Trusts and
Foundations

This project has been
assisted by the Australian
Government through the
Australia Council for the Arts,
its arts funding and advisory
body.

Closing Address: Chetan Bhagat
India and Us, Sun 26 Feb, 7pm
Please advise if captioned seats are required when booking.

PARKING
Main parking areas are indicated on the above map. For further
information, please visit our website perthfestival.com.au or contact the
Festival Info Centre on 08 6488 5555.
Parking restrictions apply and illegal parking will attract an infringement
notice.

Supporting Partners
The Embassy of Italy in Australia
Canada Council
Brett and Annie Fogarty
Fremantle Press
Norwegian Literature and the Arts

New Zealand Book Council/
Creative New Zealand
Random House UK
State Library of WA
Writing WA

Special thanks to all our volunteers and staff helping in the production of the 2012 Perth Writers Festival.

