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Production Information 

Thank you for booking a Barking Gecko Incursion. Please read the following 
information prior to Barking Gecko visiting your school. 

Venue Barking Gecko requires a 7.2m (wide) x 6m (depth) x 3m 
(height) undercover performance space, with access to 
power. 

Set Up Barking Gecko requires access to the performance space a 
minimum of 1 hour prior to the performance start time for 
a comfortable set up. The company also requires 30 
minutes post performance to disassemble the set and move 
out of the space. The space needs to be clear of furniture 
and students during set-up and pack-up time. 

During the show There is to be no eating or drinking during the performance 
and no competing activities scheduled in or near ther 
performace space during the show. 

Suitability Pre-Primary – Year 12/ Children aged 5 – Open  

Duration Approximatley 55 minutes plus a 10- minute post show 
Question & Answer Session. 

Cost $6.50 per student including GST                                                     
Minimum booking number of 100 students 

Payment The Education & Workshop Coordinator will contact the 
supervising teacher to obtain final student numbers after 
the performance. The Financial Administrator will then 
forward an invoice to the school account department for 
payment. Payment is appreciated within 14 days of 
receiving invoice. 

Cancellation A performace is considered confirmed once the Booking 
Confirmation Form has been signed and returned to 
Barking Gecko. Any cancellation made less than 30 days 
prior to the performance will incur a fee of 75% of the 
booking amount. 

Copyright All performances are subject to copyright and no electronic 
recording of any part of a production is permitted. 

 

If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact Asher Brown, Education & 
Workshop Coordinator via 9380 3086 or asher@barkinggecko.com.au 
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Barking Gecko Theatre Company 

With nearly 20 years experience in the industry we believe that theatre performances 
can be fun, thought provoking and educational. Our shows are designed to further 
develop the imagination, self-expression and cognitive development of children.  

We seek to stimulate conversations between parents and their children; teachers and 
their students. We provide a forum, which encourages creative thought, develops 
imagination and leads to the investigation of ideas and expression.  

What should you expect with The Red Tree? 

The play explores feelings of sadness, confusion and isolation from the perception of a 
child. It validates the fact that young people experience challenges in their lives and 
need to express and explore their emotions in order to cope and mature as adults.  

As our Patron, Professor Fiona Stanley AC states, 

“Barking Gecko does not shy away from the harsh realities of many children’s lives but 
handles them in such a way that children and young people feel empowered, not 
overwhelmed. The secret of Barking Gecko’s success is their ability to delight and 
entertain whilst educating and giving the right values to children, their parents and 
teachers.”  

The Red Tree is a unique production and a great vehicle for discussion on issues that 
are not easily raised in a classroom environment. However some of the issues raised in 
the play may personally affect some students. Younger students may find parts of the 
play scary or confronting.  We recommend you access a copy of Shaun Tan’s The Red 
Tree and read it with your class before viewing the show. We also recommend you 
conduct the post-show activities suggested in this resource in order to prepare 
students.  

It is Barking Gecko’s duty of care to bring this to your attention and provide support 
material in addition to the support services provided at your school. Kids Helpline 
flyers/ wallet cards will be available with the show programme. During the post-show 
Question & Answer Session the performers will refer to this. Kids Helpline offers a free, 
confidential and anonymous, 24-hour telephone and online counselling service 
specifically for young people aged up to 25 years. 

More information on Kids Helpline and other resources available to young people can 
be found below.  
 
Kids Helpline 1800 55 1800   

www.kidshelp.com.au 
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The Red Tree 

The Red Tree is based on the award winning picture book from WA author Shaun Tan. 
It has been adapted for the stage by Barking Gecko’s newly appointed Artistic Director 
John Sheedy. John has developed a notable directing career over the last seven years 
working with some of Australia’s most respected theatre companies such as Bell 
Shakespeare, Sydney Theatre Company and Black Swan State Theatre Company.   

The Red Tree is told by talented physical performer Ella Hetherington (Barking Gecko’s 
The Lost Girl, Fatty Wombat) and live musician Dylan Hooper (of WAMI award winning 
band Boom! Bap! Pow!). It also features a highly stylised design by Gypsy Taylor 
(Illustrator of the Pearlie Children’s Book Series).  

The Red Tree follows the journey of a young girl who is having a bad day. Throughout 
the play she embarks on an imaginative journey, navigating her way through strange 
worlds and overcoming challenges, before arriving at a magical and rewarding ending.  

Director John Sheedy 

As the new Artistic Director of Barking Gecko, John Sheedy aims to make 
sophisticated, beautiful, complex and thought- provoking work for children – Theatre 
that respects children’s viewpoint and understanding of the world.  

What makes The Red Tree appealing to a young audience? 

“The Red Tree is appealing to a young audiences as it looks at some themes that we 
consider ‘adult’ like depression, anxiety and nervousness. Shaun puts it in a format 
that is accesible to young audiences by presenting very bold and beautiful imagery. 
What he’s saying is that young people can have a bad day and wake up feeling sad and 
that it’s ok because in the end you will get through it.  

What was the artistic decision behind having a band and an original music score 
in the show? 

In the book is very interesting because Shaun deliberately does not give the young girl 
a mouth. The only time you see her mouth is on the very last page when the red tree is 
there. What we’ve done is taken the little girls inner world so to speak, given it to the 
band and put it in the form of music and song. The music was created to travel with 
the girl in each scene and helps create complex and emotional journey. The music 
leads the audience on a journey into the inner realms of a little girl facing a world that 
is a ‘deaf machine without sense or reason’. The combination of instruments creates a 
strange and intruiging sound that supports the lonely, beautiful and delicate journey of 
our small friend. Behind this, sound designer Kingsley Reeve has created an original 
soundscape that sets a tone underneath the action of the play.  

To see more of the interview please visit www.barkinggecko.com.au/shows2011 
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THE RED TREE 

CREATIVE TEAM & CAST 

 

JOHN SHEEDY DIRECTOR 

John is the Artistic Director of Barking Gecko Theatre Company. He completed the 
actors’ course in 1998 at the National Drama School in Melbourne, before graduating 
from the directors’ course at NIDA in 2002. He has developed a notable directing career 
working with some of Australia’s most respected theatre companies such as Bell 
Shakespeare, Sydney Theatre Company, Company B Belvoir and Black Swan State 
Theatre Company. 

GYPSY TAYLOR Production Designer 

Gypsy is a designer and illustrator whose career spans film, TV, theatre and animation. 
Past experiences includes Costume Illustrator and Assitant Designer on Baz 
Luhrmann’s Australia, as well as the first and third instalments of the Chronicles of 
Narnia. Gypsy is the illustrator of Wendy Harmer’s children book series Pearlie, as well 
as colour styling Pearlie the animated series. Gypsy also worked with Shaun Tan on 
storyboard development of his Academy Award winning short film The Lost Thing.  

MATTHEW MARSHALL Lighting Designer 

Matt completed his studies at WAAPA in 2000 with an Advanced Diploma in Performing 
Arts Production & Design. Since completion of his training in 2000, Matt has gained 
experience in many different aspects of lighting and video within the performing arts 
industry. Matt works in a variety of different areas including lighting design, video 
design, technical direction and tour management. His passion as a lighting designer 
has been showcased in the Sydney Opera House, Sydney Theatre Company and most 
recently in lighting design for Smoke & Mirrors for Sydney Festival and Spiegeltent 
International. Matt has recently won three Helpmann Awards. 

KINGSLEY REEVE Sound Designer 

Kingsley graduated from WAAPA in 1995 with a Diploma in Theatre Sound Design and 
then in 1998 as an actor. He has been composing music and sound since his youth. 
Kingsley has worked with a wide variety of Companies across Australia. He has won the 
WA Equity Guild Award for Best Design, the WA Screen Award for Best Sound Design, 
the Ausdance Technology Within Dance Award and was nominated for a Helpmann 
Award for Best Sound Design. 
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!ELLA HETHERINGTON The Girl 

Ella is a multidisciplinary performance artist who is not afraid of heights. Originally 
trained in classical music she then returned to her studies in theatre, majoring in 
acting, physical theatre and circus. Since graduating in 2004 she has been a full time 
performer working across many genres. She has worked with Barking Gecko, Black 
Swan, Steamworks Arts Production, Spanish company La Fura Del Baus and Sydney 
based company Legs On The Wall. She is a company associate of Bizircus and is co-
creator and performer of Pinstripe Circus To The Rescue and the award winning Ayers 
Rock Surf Lifesaving Club. 

DYLAN HOOPER Composer, Musician 

Having spent the last few years playing and touring with the multiple-award-winning 
band Typhoons, soul-surf guerrillas Boom! Bap! Pow! And jazz Waxwork and The Helix 
Trio, Dylan has emerged as one of Perth’s most idiosyncratic and versatile musicians. 
He has earned a Bachelor of Music (Jazz) and a Graduate Diploma (Jazz) at WAAPA 
while studying under some of Australia’s finest performers and educators. 
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CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 

This teacher’s resource includes pre-show activities to help prepare students for the 
themes in the production and post-show activities that will consolidate their learning 
experience. The Curriculum Overview below gives a quick summary of each of the 
learning areas covered in the teaching resource. More detailed information on the areas 
of the syllabus covered accompanies each activity.   

Learning Areas Pre-show Activities PP – Year 7 
Activities 

Year 8 – 12 
Activities 

English/Listening 
and Speaking 

! ! ! 

English/Viewing ! ! ! 
The 

Arts/Drama/Arts 
Practise 

 ! ! 

The 
Arts/Drama/Arts 

Understanding 

! ! ! 

Technology & 
Enterprise/Process 

! ! ! 

Physical 
Education/Health 

! ! ! 

The Red Tree has a wide variety of techniques and practises which relate to the 
Education curriculum for both Secondary & Primary students. 

Style of Text Words are minimal and simple, yet have underlying complexity 
and allow the individual to imagine, empathise, or identify with 
a range of emotions and songs. 

Language & 
Literacy 

The way in which the words and illustrations make 
connections and threads throughout the book. 

Symbols Objects are used to represent other emotions or journeys. 

Scale The juxtaposition of large and small, monstrous and tiny has 
an effect on the way audience interpret things and the way we 
feel. 

Music The place of sound in the story. How different images create 
their own sound to help tell the story. 

!
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Pre-show Activitiy One       Pre-Primary – Year 3 

Understanding the Story 

Learning Area Statement of Learning 

English/ Viewing Students view a wide range of visual texts with 
purpose, understanding and critical awareness. 

English/Listening and Speaking 

 

Students listen with purpose, understanding and 
critical awareness in a wide range of situations. 
Students speak with purpose and effect in a wide 
range of contexts. 

The Arts/ Arts Practice Creating, Interpreting, Exploring and Developing. 

 

The Red Tree is a fascinating and thought provoking book. The book needs to be 
presented to young people in a secure and caring atmosphere where they can safely 
explore the many feelings and emotions it portrays. 

Read the story to your class showing the illustrations to your students. 

Talk to your students about human conditions and emotions that everybody has 
times they feel down, discouraged and frightened, and remind them that it’s ok 
to feel these sorts of emotions. 

Suggestions about what to talk about 

Life and it’s ups and downs 

The impact of positive thought and the influence of negative thought. 

The power of imagination. 

 

Ask each student to make a list of words that come to mind when they look at 
each image on the pages. Ask students what they expect to see in the show? 

 

Get your students to fold a blank piece of paper in half. 

 

On one side of the paper get your students to think of a sad or overwhelming 
moment in their life and to draw a picture or image which represents this 
moment. (The picture does not have to be literal it can be anything that they feel 
represents their thoughts). 
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On the other half of the paper get the students to think of a happy moment and 
to illustrate this thought or memory. 

 

Once each student has finished. Show the class the following images.         
(Found on next page) 

 

Talk to your students about how certain different things in the girls life made her 
scared or sad but like the girl experienced things can also remind us of 
happiness and to never forgot our hope or happy moments.  

 

For more information in understanding Shaun Tan’s images in The Red Tree, Barking 
Gecko recommend you book Fremantle Children’s Literature Centre touring workshop. 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Fremantle Children’s Literature Centre is not only a valuable resource for students 
and creators like myself, but an essential cultural hub in the landscape of Australian 
children’s literature.” Shaun Tan – award-winning author/illustrator of “The Red Tree” 

The Fremantle Children’s Literature Centre in unique – a place to nurture young 
people’s interest in reading and creative writing, to revitalize a passion for literature 
through professional development for teachers, and to support and advocate the 
authors and illustrators who create fine Australian books. 

Exhibitions of original manuscripts, preliminary drawings and original artwork show 
the process involved in creating picture books. Schools can book an excursion to the 
Centre or exhibitions, such as Shaun Tan’s The Red Tree, can travel to your school for a 
student workshop. 

From creative to persuasive to poetry; there are a range of writing workshops that can 
also be tailored to your class. Our Education Officers and authors present enjoyable 
and practical workshops using the artwork and process of the picture books that are 
exhibited at the Centre. 

For details on our school excursions, incursions, Professional Development sessions, or 
our FREE Family Open Days once a term, please contact us on Ph: 9430 6869 or visit 
www.fclc.com.au  

Fremantle Children’s Literature Centre Inc 
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“Sometimes the day begins with nothing to look forward to and things go from bad to 
worse and darkness overcomes you.” – Text from The Red Tree 

“But suddenly there it is right in front of you, bright and vivid, quietly waiting just as 
you imagined it would be.” – Text from The Red Tree 

Illustrations by Production Designer Gypsy Taylor 
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Pre-show Activity Two        Year 4 – Year 7 

Storyboards 

Learning Area Statement of Learning 

English/ Viewing Students view a wide range of visual texts with 
purpose, understanding and critical awareness. 

English/Listening and Speaking 

 

Students listen with purpose, understanding and 
critical awareness in a wide range of situations. 
Students speak with purpose and effect in a wide 
range of contexts. 

The Arts/ Arts Practice Creating, Interpreting, Exploring and Developing. 

!
Read students The Red Tree by Shaun Tan and ask them what they think the 
book is about. Brainstorm these suggestions on the whiteboard for later 
reference. 

 

Ask students to think about a time where they found hope or something positive 
happened at a time when they least expected it.  

 

Invite students to share their stories with a partner. 

 

Give each student an A3 sheet of paper and create a storyboard by folding it into 
8 rectangles. 

 

Ask them to retell the story in the style of Shaun Tan- through visual images 
and few words in the 8 spaces. They may need to make a rough plan first so that 
they include the most pertinent details. Students may choose to draw or cut and 
paste images to make a collage. 

 

Invite students to share their storyboards with each other as a listening and 
speaking exercise and create a class display from the work.   

!
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 Pre-show Activity Three      Primary & Secondary  

Preparing for a Performance 

Learning Area Statement of Learning 

Literacy/ Listening & Speaking When listening and talking with others for different 
purposes. Students can exchange information, 
expereinces, ideas and opinions, and clarify points 
by asking questions or listening to other students 
responses. 

Expressive Arts 

 

Learning in, through and about the expressive arts 
is enhanced and enriched through partnerships 
with professional arts companies, creative cocepts 
and cultural organisations. 

The Arts/Drama/Arts Practice Creating, Interpreting, Exploring and Developing. 

 

Get to know The Red Tree 

Talk to your students about what they expect to see in the performance of The 
Red Tree. 

It is important they have a general concept of what the story is about. We 
suggest reading the story and synopsis provided in this resource. You can also 
access more information via our website: www.barkinggecko.com.au   

Getting to know Barking Gecko 

Get students to share what they have learnt about the show they are about to 
see.  

Using the internet for research and any other information available to students 
get them to research Barking Gecko Theatre Company. 

After they have researched the company. Ask students if that has altered any 
expectations they may have about the show. 

This knowledge will help students begin to develop their own expectations of the 
performance. 

Defining expectations 

Using the student worksheet on the opposite page will help them think about 
what they know about the show and the company.  

What the students expect to see? They should discuss their thoughts in pairs 
and then share their expectations with the rest of the class. 

!
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Student work sheet 

To be completed individually/in pairs/ or in small groups. 

What is the name of the show? 

!

What do you think the show is about? 

!

!

What is the name of the company who are presenting the show? 

!

What do you know about the company? 

!

!

What do you think the show is going to: 

Look like? 

!

!

Sound like? 

 

 

What difference do you think there will be between the book compared to the live 
performance? 

!

!

What are your feelings about seeing the show? 
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Post-show Activity One     Pre-Primary – Year 12 

Creative Response to Theatre 

Learning Area Statement of Learning 

English/Listening and Speaking 

 

When working with others during creative 
interaction students become aware of the need to 
respect personal space and boundaries, learning to 
respond to verbal and non-verbal communication. 

Physical Education/ Health Students demonstrate the interpersonal skills 
necessary for effective relationships and healthy, 
active lifestyles. Students demonstrate the 
movement skills and strategies for confident 
participation in physical activity. 

The Arts/Drama/Arts Practice Inspired by live performance students can express 
and explore their thoughts, feelings and opinions 
through drama. 

!

Giving students the opportunity to understand a performance using creative 
exercises and drama activities. This lesson helps students to create responses to 
a performance through practical exercises. 

Part 1 – Warm up exercise 

What did your students remember about The Red Tree? 

Help structure this discussion by seperating the different strands of the 
performance: Characters, Emotions, Music, Design (Lighting, Set & Costume). 

Two different processes when discussing with your students – depending on the 
age and ability of your class.  

Pre-Primary – Year 6                 
As a group get each student to tell you something they remember about the 
show. Putting each suggestion under one of the above headings. This can either 
be done on a white board or 4 large sheets of butcher paper. 

Year 7 – Year 12               
Have 4 large sheets of butcher paper each containing one of the above headings. 
Divide the class evenly giving each group a topic. In their groups assign a 
scribber to write down any thoughts the students in the group have about their 
topic to do with the performance. Get each group to share with the rest of the 
class.  

PRIMARY & SECONDARY 
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 Part 2 – Playing it out 

 Pass the Prop – Creative Warm up 

Stand the class in a circle and pass an everyday object round the circle. Each 
person must show a short action where they make the object into something 
completely different. The class must guess what the object becomes. Encourage 
students to be more creative and inventive with their ideas. 

Freeze Frame 

Split your class into small groups, perhaps 4 – 5 students in a group. 

Tell the class to think about the performance and agree, as a group, on their 
favourite or most memorable moment in the show. Remind them of the different 
images and different places the girl went on her journey. 

Get the groups to create 3 different freeze frames to explain there chosen moment 
from the show. Encourage no dialogue in the frames the students create for this 
section. 

One group at the time get the students to show the class what they have created. 
Allow students to then guess which part of the show they think has been 
recreated. 

Don’t let students play out a whole scene for their classmates, as there is a 
tendency for scenes to run on without any natural conclusion.  

Voicing the Character 

Get each group to recreate their freeze frames now asking them to give a voice to 
the scenes. 

Encourage students to use different objects to create soundscapes aswell as 
dialogue.  

Get each group to show the rest of the class and comment on the difference the 
sound makes to the scenes. 

Reflection Time 

Ask each group to comment on the scene they chose and created . The questions 
below can help as a guideline. 

What made your group decide to act out that particular scene? 

What was it like when you had to add sound and dialogue to the scene? 

Did anything surprise you about what the class said about your groups scene? 

Re-playing the Performance (this activity suitable for Secondary students) 

Ask students to create a 2-minute version of the entire play. 

To rehearse their version and present to the rest of the class. 

!
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Post-show Activity One     Pre-Primary – Year 7 

Physical Juxtapositions 

Learning Area Statement of Learning 

Physical Education/ Health Students demonstrate the interpersonal skills 
necessary for effective relationships and healthy, 
active lifestyles. Students demonstrate the 
movement skills and strategies for confident 
participation in physical activity. 

The Arts/Drama/Arts 
Understanding/Arts Practice 

Drama responses: Responding to the drama works 
of others; Reflecting on own drama processes and 
products; Valuing drama.                         
Preparation for Drama; Creating Drama: 
Improvisation, Group work, Playbuilding. 
Presenting Drama: Design and technology, 
Production, 

!

Shaun Tan and Barking Gecko Theatre Company have both used juxtapositions to great 

effect in The Red Tree. Contrasting the small girl with the enormous fish, using soft and 

loud music, having wind vanes that point completely different directions all magnify the 

sense of isolation, confusion and vulnerability. Likewise the use of red leaves in a dull 

drab world intensifies the feelings of hope and positivity. This drama exercise is 

designed to allow students to explore and create their own contrasts and its use as a 

dramatic device. 

 

Materials required 

A large open space  

A large sheet of paper for each group of 4-5  

Texta for each group 

 

Break the class into groups of 4-5 and ask them to brainstorm as much 

juxtaposition they can find in the production of The Red Tree. For example; 

loud/soft, rough/smooth, passive/aggressive, horizontal/vertical.  

 

The group then chooses 3-4 juxtapositions to recreate. Challenge the students by 

asking them to only use their bodies or only their voices but insist that every 

person in the group be involved. 

PRIMARY 
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After allowing students to trial and rehearse their juxtapositions invite one group 

at a time to show their work to the whole class. The audience tries to guess 

which two contrasting ideas they have used. 

 

At the conclusion invite the whole class to sit in a circle facing each other and 

share either a Plus (something positive), Minus (something that was challenging 

or didn’t work) or an Interesting (something different) comment from the 

experience. Invite feedback on whether or not one action amplified its opposite by 

being contrasted so closely together. 

 

Extend this activity by having 2-3 groups perform at the same time, or with a 

sound track playing so that it appears as a piece of interesting choreography.  

 

!
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Post-show Activity Two     Pre-Primary – Year 7 

Make Your Own Red Tree 

Learning Area Statement of Learning 

Technology & Enterprise/ 
Processes 

Students apply a technology process to create or 
modify products, processes, systems, services or 
environments to meet human needs and realise 
opportunities. 

English/Listening and Speaking 

 

Students listen with purpose, understanding and 
critical awareness in a wide range of situations. 
Students speak with purpose and effect in a wide 
range of contexts. 

Physical Education/ Health Students demonstrate the interpersonal skills 
necessary for effective relationships and healthy, 
active lifestyles. Students demonstrate the 
movement skills and strategies for confident 
participation in physical activity. 

The Arts/Drama/Arts Practice Creating, Interpreting, Exploring and Developing. 

!

Materials Required 

Red paper 

Template of a large leaf  

Scissors and string 

Hole punch 

 

Photocopy the template of a large leaf shape onto the red paper (enough for each 
student to have one leaf each). 

Discuss with students the way the red leaf was used as a symbol of hope in the 
production and that you are going to make your own red tree in the classroom. 

Ask the students to think of 3 people in their life that they can talk to if they feel 
sad or lonely and write their names on each finger of the leaf. 

On the other side of the leaf ask students to think of a hope or dream that they 
have and write it down.  

Place a hole in the stem of each leaf and make a class display. You may decide to 
string them to the roof or else place a large branch in a bucket of sand and hang 
the leaves from that. 



!
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Template for Red Leaf 
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Post-show Activity Three     Pre-Primary – Year 7 

Digital Narratives 

Learning Area Statement of Learning 

English/ Viewing Students view a wide range of visual texts with 
purpose, understanding and critical awareness. 

The Arts/Drama/Arts 
Understanding /Arts Practice  

 

Drama responses: Responding to the drama works 
of others; Reflecting on own drama processes and 
products; Valuing drama.                       
Preparation for Drama; Creating Drama: 
Improvisation, Group work, Playbuilding. 
Presenting Drama: Design and technology, 
Production.  

Technology & Enterprise/ 
Processes 

Students apply a technology process to create or 
modify products, processes, systems, services or 
environments to meet human needs and realise 
opportunities. 

 

Materials required 

A computer lab and/or access to a Smartboard. 

A broadband internet connection 

!

Watch Barking Gecko’s trailer for The Red Tree at: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hovCbgonkl0&feature=youtu.be .  

This includes an interview with Artistic Director with John Sheedy, Author 

Shaun Tan, Actor Ella Heathrington and Musicians from the production. Ask 

students to reflect and comment on the different roles of the people involved. For 

example- what do you think the director did? How did the musicians help with 

the storyline? What did the performer makes us think and feel as we watched 

her? In what way did the set design create the places in the book?  

 

Students may wish to provide feedback comments for Barking Gecko on their 

face book page at: http://www.facebook.com/BarkingGeckoTheatreCompany      

 

Show your class the following link: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PrmMFFpKxgw&feature=related. 

It is a digital narrative of The Red Tree. Which help inspire your own class digital 

narrative. 
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As a class create a character. You may choose to do this using ‘clip art’, ‘Paint’ 

or simply drawing one and scanning it onto the computer. 

Ask each student to design a different landscape or background for the 

character. Students may create these landscapes on the computer using different 

images, drawing the background and scanning it into the computer or cut and 

pasting different images.  

Once completed bring the students together with their created landscapes and 

put the images in a order to create a story. 

Using power point or Microsoft ‘Photo story’ bring the images together with the 

character in each landscape to creat a digital narative. You may wish to add 

some music or a few words. 

For more inspiration visit Shaun Tan’s website at http://www.shauntan.net/ 

!

!
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  Post-show Activity Four      Pre-Primary – Year 7 

Research & Review 

Learning Area Statement of Learning 

English/ Viewing Students view a wide range of visual texts with 
purpose, understanding and critical awareness. 

The Arts/Drama/Arts 
Understanding /Arts Practice  

 

Drama responses: Responding to the drama works 
of others; Reflecting on own drama processes and 
products; Valuing drama.                        
Preparation for Drama; Creating Drama: 
Improvisation, Group work, Playbuilding. 
Presenting Drama: Design and technology, 
Production.  

English/ Writing Writing to entertain; writing to persuade the reader. 

 

Newspapers, internet, television and radio are all important forms of media that 

communicate information to a broad audience. They all have a particular style of 

reporting to the public. Reviews are particularly important for theatre as they can 

encourage or discourage readers from seeing a show. In this activity students get to be 

both reviewers and sending 

 

Materials required 

Copies of the West Australian 

Access to the internet and The West Australian online. 

Pencil and paper 

 

Allow students to read through a number of theatre/performance review articles 

in the newspaper or online at http://au.news.yahoo.com/thewest/. You may 

also watch a short excerpt from the news online. Encourage students to make 

note of the type of language used and the information included. 

 

Split the class in half. One half of the students write a review of Barking Gecko’s 

production of The Red Tree. They should address factors such as: set design, 

music, acting, audience reaction, how it compared to the book etc. 
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The other half of the class creates a media release. This media release should be 

written as if from Barking Gecko and persuade the audience to come and see the 

show. It needs to highlight all the wonderful parts of the production (music, 

acting, set design etc) and why people should come and see it. 

 

Students may present their work as a news reader/radio announcer performance 

or as a newspaper article. 

 

Allow each half of the class to share their work with each other and reflect on the 

role of the media.  
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  Post-show Activity One      Year 8 – Year 12 

Symbols 

Learning Area Statement of Learning 

Technology & Enterprise/ 
Processes 

Students apply a technology process to create or 
modify products, processes, systems, services or 
environments to meet human needs and realise 
opportunities. 

English/Listening and Speaking 

 

Students listen with purpose, understanding and 
critical awareness in a wide range of situations. 
Students speak with purpose and effect in a wide 
range of contexts. 

Physical Education/ Health Students demonstrate the interpersonal skills 
necessary for effective relationships and healthy, 
active lifestyles. Students demonstrate the 
movement skills and strategies for confident 
participation in physical activity. 

The Arts/Drama/Arts Practice Creating, Interpreting, Exploring and Developing. 

 

Shaun Tan and Barking Gecko Theatre Company use a variety of symbols to help create 

emotion and communicate meaning in their versions of The Red Tree. Symbols enable 

artists to communicate ideas that are sometimes difficult to put into words. 

Resources required 

The Red Tree- by Shaun Tan 

As many other Shaun Tan books as you can borrow 

Access to pictures of surrealist art. Example: The Scream, The Persistence of 

Memory and This is not an apple. Or go to www.surrealist.com 

Paper and pens 

 

Discuss with students the types of symbols used in the theatre production of the 

Red Tree and their purpose. For example; the wind vanes that point different 

directions create a feeling of being lost and not sure which direction to take, the 

giant fish is the darkness that looms over the girl, red leaves are the symbols of 

hope. 
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Ask students to rule up a table on a piece of paper and write down as many of 

these ideas as possible and encourage them to consider the use of set design, 

sound and lighting in the production to convey meaning. 

 

Show the students a number of Surrealist pictures and discuss possible 

meanings/use of symbols. Allow them to look through other Shaun Tan books 

and discuss the symbols used. 

 

Place students in small groups and give them one surrealist picture to study. Ask 

them to write a short back story for the picture and work together to retell the 

story through actions. 

 

Students may create a series of frozen tableaus with their bodies to tell the story 

or create a short skit. Challenge them to keep the dialogue to a minimum and to 

make sure their piece has a beginning, middle and end. Remind the groups that 

everyone must be involved. 

 

Groups take turns to show each other their work and allow the audience to 

respectfully interpret it. 

 

Ask each group to complete a short reflection on the process by writing a PMI 

Plus (something positive), Minus (something that was challenging) or an 

Interesting (something different). They should have at least 2 dot points for each 

heading. 
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 Post-show Activity Two       Year 8 – Year 12 

Juxtapositions & Soundscapes 

Learning Area Statement of Learning 

Physical Education/ Health Students demonstrate the interpersonal skills 
necessary for effective relationships and healthy, 
active lifestyles. Students demonstrate the 
movement skills and strategies for confident 
participation in physical activity. 

The Arts/Drama/Arts 
Understanding/Arts Practice 

Drama responses: Responding to the drama works 
of others; Reflecting on own drama processes and 
products; Valuing drama.                         
Preparation for Drama; Creating Drama: 
Improvisation, Group work, Playbuilding. 
Presenting Drama: Design and technology, 
Production. 

 

 

Materials Part 1 

A large open space  

A large sheet of paper for each group of 4-5  

Texta for each group 

 

Materials Part 2 

Everyday objects that may be used to create sound. 

A collection of other Shaun Tan picture books 
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Part 1 - JUXTAPOSITIONS 

Break the class into groups of 4-5 and ask them to brainstorm as much 

juxtaposition as they can and write it down on their piece of paper or white. For 

example; loud/soft, rough/smooth, passive/aggressive, horizontal/vertical.  

 

The group then chooses 3-4 juxtapositions to recreate. Challenge the students by 

asking them to only use their bodies or only their voices but insist that every 

person in the group be involved. 

 

After allowing students to trial and rehearse their juxtapositions invite one group 

at a time to show their work to the whole class. The audience tries to guess 

which two contrasting ideas they have used. 

 

At the conclusion invite the whole class to sit in a circle facing each other and 

share either a Plus (something positive), Minus (something that was challenging 

or didn’t work) or an Interesting (something different) comment from the 

experience. Invite feedback on whether or not one action amplified its opposite by 

being contrasted so closely together. 

 

Extend this activity by having 2-3 groups perform at the same time, or with a 

sound track playing so that it appears as a piece of interesting choreography.  
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Part 2 - SOUNDSCAPES 

Select another Shaun Tan picture book and read it to the class ie The Lost Thing 

 

Ask the students; what sounds represent each image. What are the clues in the 

pictures? 

 

Using the same groups, as in part 1, allocate a different page of the book to each 

group to tell through sound.  

 

Hand out the everyday objects and allow student to explore the different ways 

they can use them to create sounds to convey whats happening on their selected 

page. 

 

Once everyone has had rehearsal time ask them to watch you closely for their 

cue to make sound. As you turn the pages of the book each group starts/finishes 

their part of the soundscape. In essence you are conducting the story. 

 

In conclusion invite the class to sit in a circle and share one thing they learnt 

from the process today. 
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Post-show Activity Three       Year 8 – Year 12 

Digital Naratives 

Learning Area Statement of Learning 

English/ Viewing Students view a wide range of visual texts with 
purpose, understanding and critical awareness. 

The Arts/Drama/Arts 
Understanding /Arts Practice  

 

Drama responses: Responding to the drama works 
of others; Reflecting on own drama processes and 
products; Valuing drama.                        
Preparation for Drama; Creating Drama: 
Improvisation, Group work, Playbuilding. 
Presenting Drama: Design and technology, 
Production.  

Technology & Enterprise/ 
Processes 

Students apply a technology process to create or 
modify products, processes, systems, services or 
environments to meet human needs and realise 
opportunities. 

 

Materials required 

A computer lab and/or access to a Smartboard. 

A broadband internet connection 

 

Watch Barking Gecko’s trailer for The Red Tree at: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hovCbgonkl0&feature=youtu.be .              

This includes an interview with Artistic Director with John Sheedy, Author 

Shaun Tan, Actor Ella Heathrington and musicians from the production. Ask 

students to reflect and comment on the different roles of the people involved. For 

example- what do you think the director did? How did the musicians help with 

the storyline? What did the performer makes us think and feel as we watched 

her? In what way did the set design create the places in the book?  

Students may wish to provide feedback comments for Barking Gecko on their 

face book page at: http://www.facebook.com/BarkingGeckoTheatreCompany    

Show your class the following link: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PrmMFFpKxgw&feature=related. 

It is a digital narrative of The Red Tree. This clip will help inspire your students 

to create their own digital narrative. 
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•  Each student is to create their own character. Students have the options of either 

 drawing their character and scanning it onto the computer. To create a character 

 using computer programming or scan a photo of themselves using just their head 

 and adding an illustrated body using ‘Paint”. 

•   

Each student is create several different backgrounds or landscapes for their 

character. Giving their character a journey. Students are to create their 

landscape and add their character into every image. The more original and 

interactive the better. 

 

Once each student has completed their 5 – 7 landscapes and added their 

character to the background. They are to put the narrative together using 

programs such as ‘iMovie’, ‘Photo story 3’ and ‘Movie Maker’ as some 

suggestions. 

 

Students are to create sound to help accompany their character on the journey 

and may add words if they wish.  

 

Get each student to show eachother their completed digital narrative to the rest 

of the class. 

For more inspiration visit Shaun Tan’s website at http://www.shauntan.net/ 
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Post-show Activity Four       Year 8 – Year 12 

Reviewing a Live Performance 

Think about the different design techniques and elements used in The Red Tree.       
List three specific techniques from each design aspect and explain how they contributed 
to the performance.  

Music & Sound 

Technique One  

Technique Two  

Technique Three  

Contribution to 
Performance 

 

 
Performances & Characters 

Technique One  

Technique Two  

Technique Three  

Contribution to 
Performance 

 

 
Costume 

Technique One  

Technique Two  

Technique Three  

Contribution to 
Performance 

 

 
Set & Props 

Technique One  

Technique Two  

Technique Three  

Contribution to 
Performance 
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Reviewing The Red Tree 

 Below are some questions which will help your students write a review. 

 Music & Sound 

 Was the music part of the story or in the back ground to create a mood? 

 What impact did the music and sounds have on the plot and the characters? 

 What did you find most interesting about the music and sounds? 

 Performances & Characters 

 What did you (the audience) find interesting about the little girl character? 

If you were the director what would you change about the character or 
performers and why? 

Costume 

What impact did the costumes have on the plot/ the characters/ or mood of the 
performance? 

What did you find most interesting about the costumes? 

If you were a designer what would you change about the costumes and why? 

Set & Props 

Do you think the props were effective for the performance – why or why not? 

Did the set change during the production? How did it change? Why do you think 
it changed? 

What did you find the most interesting about the set and props? 

Story & Themes 

What were the major themes in the story? 

Did the story have a powerful scene or turning point? What was the turning 
point? What effect did if have on the rest of the story and the characters? 

Analyse all of the above guidelines and also consider how succesful you 
considered the performance. 

Once students have completed answering the questions get each student to put it 
together as a review and send to Asher, Education & Workshop Coordinator 
asher@barkinggecko.com.au 
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 Primary & Secondary        Year 3 – Year 7 

Smarter than Smoking Activity 

Barking Gecko is proudly sponsored by Healthway, promoting the Heart Foundation’s 
message Smarter Than Smoking. Smoking significantly reduces the body’s fitness and 
ability to filter inhaled air. A person who smokes is not able to run or exercise as well as 
a person who doesn’t smoke.  

In this activity students perform a science experiment to discover the effects of cigarette 
smoke on the lungs and body. By using exercise and drinking straws. 

Prediction 

Ask students to predict what will happen to their breathing after exercising when: 

Breathing without a straw 

Breathing through two straws 

Breathing through one straw 

Breathing through two attached straws 

Experiment 

Students complete one minute of exercise (i.e. run on the spot, perform 20 star jumps, 
skip while counting to 20). After the exercise students complete each breathing method 
and record their results in the table below. Repeat one minute of exercise followed by 
each of the different breathing methods. 

Breathing Method My breathing 
was…(easy/hard, 
quick/slow) 

I felt….(heart rate, 
sweating, aching) 

After exercise with no 
straw 

  

After exercise with two 
straws 

  

After exercise with one 
straw 

  

After exercise with two 
straws joined together 

  

 

Reflection 

Ask students what has the experiment shown about the effects of smoking on breathing 
and fitness? Explain what smoking does to the lungs of someone who smokes. 


