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GREAT SOUTHERN 
Tickets on sale Wednesday 23 November 2011 
 
Now in its tenth year, the Great Southern Festival offers world-class arts events in a region renowned 
for breathtaking landscapes and award-winning food and wine.  
 
The Great Southern program offers a diverse selection of the Perth Festival alongside events exclusive 
to Albany. The enthusiastic regional audiences continue to sell out show after show of their Festival, 
the only regional festival in Australia of such international depth and duration. 
 
Perth Festival Artistic Director Jonathan Holloway said: “It is abundantly clear to me that there is 
widespread enthusiasm across the Great Southern region for the Festival. In Albany alone almost 50% 
of the population is engaging with it. That is amazing!"” 
 
A full program of events including a Lotterywest Festival Films selection is available by registering on 
6488 5555 or perthfestival.com.au  
 
2011 Exclusive Festival Events in the Great Southern 
 
Opening Night: 
Lotterywest Festival Opening Dawn:Duskge: Ben Reynolds Phtography 
The Great Southern Festival opens as the sun goes down over the Albany Foreshore. 
Indigenous Elders and performers greet audiences and artists from around the world with a Welcome 
to Country followed by local vocalists and musicians who perform a joyous choral celebration of the 
people, natural wonder and artistic life of WA. 
WHEN: Friday 10 Feb, 7pm, 45min 
WHERE: ANZAC Peace Park, Albany Foreshore 
PRICE: Free 
 
Playmakers: Voluptuous Voices 
Australia/UK/USA 
Playmakers – an annual event that brings artists from around the world to perform and conduct 
workshops based around particular instruments. In 2012 the instrument is the “voice”. 
From towering tenors and silky sopranos to beat-boxers and luscious harmony singers, the human 
voice gives humanity its greatest and most immediate form of musical expression. 
This year, Playmakers celebrates this supreme instrument with performances by world-class artists 
and lively workshops. 
Playmakers for 2012 that are exclusive to the Great Southern region include; the funny and decidedly 
odd Plumbers of Rome from the US; the UK’s outstanding mezzo-soprano Ruby Philogene; 
Melbourne’s harmonious and soulful Suade and much more. 
WHEN: Thur 1– Sun 4 March 
WHERE: Albany Entertainment Centre 
PRICE: Free and paid – request your copy of the Great Southern Festival 
brochure at perthfestival.com.au 
 
Playmakers Closing Concert :One Big Sing 
The Playmakers wind up a fantastic weekend with an anything goes, all-onboard celebration of the 
Great Southern Festival’s first decade. Catch headline artists Suade and Coco’s Lunch as they’re joined 
by visiting artists and local singers at this family-friendly  
musical bash. 
WHEN: Sun 4 March, 6.30pm (Gates open at 5.30pm) 
WHERE: Wignalls Winery, Albany 
PRICE $39.50/Family (two adults, two children) $100 
 
 



 

 
 
Eric Bibb 
US 
Is there a more soulful voice on the planet? The blues-folk troubadour is back to basics.  THE 
SUNDAY TIMES 
 
Mixing the rugged contours of the Delta blues with Americana folk, Eric 
Bibb has become one of the most celebrated acoustic guitar players 
on the planet. From a Grammy nomination to Glastonbury, this soulful 
artist creates inspiring music that is as much about healing as lament, 
chasing the shadows away with astonishing licks and spontaneous runs. 
Join Eric and master blues electric guitarist Staffan Astner as they guide 
you from the American South, across the Atlantic and home again. 
WHEN: Tue 28 Feb, 7.30pm ( Gates open at 5.30pm; support act 6.30pm) 
WERE:  Wignals Winery , Albany 
No BYO alcohol; food and drinks available for purchase 
 
Come Out Swingin 
Albany-based group Come Out Swingin present a series of workshops in swing dance over the summer 
months as they head towards a massed dance event at  
WHEN: Saturday 25th of February 
WHERE: Wignalls Winery on.  
Contact Marion Christie marion.christie1@gmail.com 
 

TEN(T) 

Mix Artists  

AUSTRALIA 
For the tenth Great Southern Festival MIX Artists present ten(t), a diverse exhibition of sculpture, 
installations, textile works, photography, and mixed media art. 
In ten(t), Albany contemporary artists interrogate the layers of meaning within this seemingly simple 
word, resulting in a fascinating exploration of personal memories, local history, and universal 
concepts. 
WHEN: 11  Feb – 5 March , 2012 (10am – 4pm daily) 
WHERE: WA MUSEUM, ALBANY 
PRICE: Free 
 

Brave new works #19 

One of Denmark’s most vibrant and creative annual arts festivals has survived 19 years of unbridled 

imagination. It’s a festival where local and visiting artists mix it up with community members to 

bravely explore new ideas.  

This festival inhabits the whole town, it pops up in front of hapless passers-by, re-directs traffic and 

takes over shop windows. It beckons you along bush tracks, onto the beaches and down the river.  

For more information and opportunities for joining in go to  

www.denmarkarts.com.au/bnw  

WHEN: Friday 2 March, 6pm - Welcome to Country-  Mon 5t March  

WHERE: Various locations around Denmark 

 
Buy Tickets   
Online: perthfestival.com.au 
By Phone: 08 9844 5005 
In Person: Albany Entertainment Centre 
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For further information, interviews or images please contact: 

Rania Ghandour     Rod Vervest 
+61 8 6488 8618 / 0403 025535   +61 8 9841 5756/ 0438 392 126 
rghandour@perthfestival.com.au   rvervest@perthfestival.com.au  

 

Perth International Arts Festival 

Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts Festival is the 

longest running international arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s premier cultural 

event. The Festival has developed a worldwide reputation for excellence in its international 

program, the presentation of new works and the highest quality artistic experiences for its audience.  

For over 50 years the Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the world’s greatest living artists and 

now connects with over 300,000 people each year. 

Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015.  
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Indigenous Program Partner 
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