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PERTH WRITERS FESTIVAL 

 
 
Perth Writers Festival is a celebration of the written word in all its forms, situated on the 
beautiful grounds of The University of Western Australia. Hear the ideas behind the words as 
the finest national and international writers, including Kate Grenville, Justice Michael 
Kirby, Tom Keneally, Jo Nesbo, Janette Turner Hospital, Frank Moorhouse, Alice 
Pung, and Kim Scott engage in readings, talks, debates, workshops and culinary events.  
 
Perth Festival Artistic Director Jonathan Holloway said: “This year, inspired by the ongoing 
success of our Writers Festival, we’ve moved it forward a week so we can capture the energy it 
creates and celebrate the links with the rest of the Festival program.” 
 
One of the world’s most influential thinkers, Germaine Greer, gives the opening address on 
Eco-Feminism: Then and Now, discussing how the stark reality of the environmental 
challenges we face has brought a new relevance and urgency to eco-feminism’s call to 
restructure the power balance that still dominates our culture.  
 
Stand-out spoken word event The 14th Tale is a free-flowing narrative that tells the hilarious 
exploits of a mischief maker who grew up on the clay streets of Nigeria, the rooftops of Dublin 
and finally landed in London. Writer and performer Inua Ellams vividly recreates the 
characters that punctuated his upbringing in deft and beautiful poetry, while exploring what it is 
to be a young, black male in London today. 
 
Feast of Words has all the ingredients for a perfect summer night: good friends, great food 
and some of the world’s most intriguing authors. Indulge in a gourmet three-course feast as 
literary stars including UK novelist Barbara Trapido, Irish poet Dennis O’Driscoll, NZ’s 
2011 Commonwealth Writers Prize winner Craig Cliff and Norwegian sensation Johan 
Harstad complement each dish with specially chosen readings.  
 
Children of all ages can get hands-on with readings, games, workshops and activities at the 
Perth Writers Festival Family Day. Authors and illustrators entertain and enlighten in an 
outdoor carnival atmosphere, bringing the imaginative world of books to life.   
 
Chetan Bhagat, the biggest selling English language novelist in India’s history and one of Time 
Magazine’s ‘100 Most Influential People in the World’, gives the Perth Writers Festival closing 
address. As the old world order seems to crumble around us, and Asia shapes up as the centre of 
the new economy, India and Us looks to India with its growing middle class, tradition of 
education and burgeoning economy. Can it overcome its problems to reach its potential? 
 
The full Perth Writers Festival program will be launched on 18 January. 
 
WHEN: Thur 23 – Sun 26 Feb 
WHERE: Perth Writers Festival Precinct, UWA 
BOOKINGS AND FESTIVAL INFO: 6488 5555 • perthfestival.com.au 
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