
 

 
ENNIO MORRICONE 

Australian Premiere  
Ennio Morricone conducts Ennio Morricone, with the WA Youth Orchestra 

 
The multi-award winning Italian Maestro of film music, Ennio Morricone, performs in Australia for the very first time at 
the Perth International Arts Festival. This once-in-a-lifetime night of cinematic splendor sees the legendary film composer 
lead the 100-piece WA Youth Orchestra and 100-voice choir through his greatest works. 
 
Perth Festival Artistic Director Jonathan Holloway said: “I idolise Morricone out of all proportion. He is one of the world’s 
greatest living composers. His music has been the soundtrack to so many great trips to the cinema and we are delighted to 
present him in WA for the first time.” 
 
Ennio Morricone has provided a soundtrack to the lives of millions around the world, his evocative and epic scores for 
films such as The Good, the Bad and the Ugly, The Mission and Cinema Paradiso transcending the films for which they were 
composed to become touchstones of popular culture.  
  
The Maestro has sold over 50 million albums, won an Oscar, 3 Golden Globes, 5 BAFTAs and a Grammy Award, alongside 
his 27 Golden and 7 Platinum Records. In 2009 the soundtrack from The Good, The Bad and The Ugly was inducted into the 
Grammy Hall of Fame, and French President Nicolas Sarkozy appointed him to the rank of Knight in the Order of the Legion 
of Honor.  In 2010 he was awarded the prestigious Polar Music Prize. 
 
Morricone has done more than dream up some of the most ravishing melodies of the past half-century. He kicked new life 
into film composing. TIME  
 
Ennio Morricone’s long artistic career includes a wide range of composition genres, working as orchestrator as well as 
conductor, and composer for theatre, radio and cinema. 
 
He wrote his first concert works at the end of the Fifties, before working as arranger for RAI (the Italian public radio and TV) 
and RCA-Italy, starting his career as film music composer in 1961 with the film Il Federale directed by Luciano Salce. He 
became famous worldwide with his scores for Sergio Leone’s westerns including A Fistful Of Dollars (1964), The Good, The 
Bad And The Ugly (1966), Once Upon A Time In The West (1968) and A Fistful Of Dynamite (1971). 
 
Since 1960, Morricone has scored over 450 films working with acclaimed international and Italian   directors including Brian 
De Palma, Roman Polanski, Warren Beatty, Oliver Stone, Bernardo Bertolucci, Pedro Almodovar, Terence Mallick, Roland 
Joffè, and Pier Paolo Pasolini. 
 
The WA Youth Orchestra (WAYO) has a rich performance history, formed over a period of nearly forty years of music-
making. The orchestra showcases the talents of the best of Perth's young orchestral musicians aged 15 – 22 years old and has 
a deserved reputation as one of the finest youth orchestras in Australia.  
 
This is an unmissable opportunity to see cinema’s primo Maestro, conducting the best young musicians in WA. 

 
ENNIO MORRICONE 
WHEN: Sun 26 Feb, 7.30pm 
WHERE:  Burswood Theatre 
BOOKINGS AND FESTIVAL INFO: 6488 5555 • perthfestival.com.au 
 
For further information, interviews or images please contact: 
WA MEDIA: Rania Ghandour  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown    
+61 8 6488 8618 / 0403 025 535   +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  
rghandour@perthfestival.com.au   miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 
  
Perth International Arts Festival 
Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts Festival is the longest running international arts 
festival in Australia and Western Australia’s premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide reputation for excellence in 
its international program, the presentation of new works and the highest quality artistic experiences for its audience.  For 60 Festivals we 
have welcomed to Perth some of the world’s greatest living artists and now connect with over 300,000 people each year. 
 
Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015. 
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