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I FAGIOLINI 

STRIGGIO AND TALLIS: MUSIC IN 40 PARTS 
I Fagiolini director: Robert Hollingworth • with St George’s Cathedral Consort Choir 

 
Polyphonic vocal masters I Fagiolini present their haunting, illuminating, and mesmeric interpretations 
of Alessandro Striggio’s Mass in 40 Parts and Thomas Tallis’ seminal Spem in Alium at the Perth Concert 
Hall. With their acclaimed Decca recording of these works picking up a prestigious 2011 Gramophone 
Award, don’t miss this exceptional evening of 16th-century Renaissance music. 
 
Thought lost for 400 years, Alessandro Striggio’s Mass in 40 Parts is believed to have inspired Thomas 
Tallis’ seminal Spem in Alium. Involving five groups of voices and instruments, textures from 40 
individual parts are woven into a stirring sonic matrix before rising spectacularly into 60 parts for a grand 
finale. 
 
Perth Festival Artistic Director Jonathan Holloway said: “Great choral music has an unparalleled ability to 
lift the human spirit. I Fagiolini are one of the best musically, most interesting theatrically andimaginative 
in terms of repertoire and I’m delighted they are coming to do a brace of projects in WA.” 
 
I Fagiolini, are the only early music group ever awarded the Royal Philharmonic Society’s Ensemble 
Prize and are renowned for their innovative staged productions of Renaissance and Baroque music 
theatre works. The group’s Gramophone Award-winning recording of the Striggio Mass stayed at the top 
of the specialist classical chart for nearly four months. Robert Hollingworth founded I Fagiolini in 
1986, and also presents programmes for BBC Radio, notably ‘The Early Music Show’ and ‘Discovering 
Music’. He is a judge on the UK’s Choir of the Year and has worked on a number of films including Quills. 
He was an artistic advisor to the York Early Music Festival and has advised the Trigonale Festival, Austria. 
 
An irrepressible force in the early music world, bringing bags of style, energy and dramatic excitement 
to everything they touch INTERNATIONAL RECOND REVIEW 
 
WHEN: Mon 27 Feb, 7.30pm 
WHERE:  Perth Concert Hall 
ARTIST TALK: Mon 27 Feb, 6.30pm before the show 
BOOKINGS AND FESTIVAL INFO: 6488 5555 • perthfestival.com.au 
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Perth International Arts Festival 

Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts Festival is the longest running international 

arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide reputation for 

excellence in its international program, the presentation of new works and the highest quality artistic experiences for its audience.  

For 60 Festivals we have welcomed to Perth some of the world’s greatest living artists and now connect with over 300,000 people 

each year. 

Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015.  


