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CONTEMPORARY MUSIC PROGRAM 
 
Perth will groove throughout the festival to an eclectic selection of sounds from some of 
the most talented, original and distinctive performers from around the globe. From the 
hotly anticipated return of Bon Iver, to a reggae tribute to Nirvana, Congalese rumba, 
Indian folk pop, junkyard blues, a superstar of salsa, gender-bending pop, hip hop and 
spoken word, the Perth Festival presents an inspired selection of performances for 
music lovers of all persuasions.  
 
Perth Festival Artistic Director Jonathan Holloway said: “This year’s contemporary 
music program has a wider range than ever before from iconic and genre-defining bands 
to the hottest emerging talent discovered around the world, pepped up with a 
smattering of bespoke one-off projects woven together just for Perth.” 
 
Bon Iver enjoyed Perth so much on his last visit; he penned a song called ‘Perth’ which 
features on his widely acclaimed sophomore album, Bon Iver, Bon Iver. Now he returns 
with an 8-piece band, and experiencing their beautiful and moving music at one of the 
country’s most spectacular outdoor concert venues, Red Hill Auditorium, will provide a 
perfect end to this year’s Festival. Watch the sun set on the city skyline and indulge in 
the voice Rolling Stone calls ‘one of the era’s defining singers’. 
 
Singer, songwriter, poet, painter, and alt-country/rock sensation Ryan Adams is a true 
Renaissance man. Touring on his critically adored Ashes & Fire, Adams returns to 
Australia with his trademark soulful lyrics and low-key melodies to deliver a truly 
memorable festival experience at the Perth Concert Hall. 
 
For 22 nights during the Festival, the best Australian and international acts perform on 
the Main Stage of the brand new Festival Gardens, our new outdoor venue, where 
retro chic Lounge meets the Main Stage, all under Perth’s starlit sky.  
 
Australian premiere performances include Rasta pioneer Little Roy paying a reggae 
tribute to the genius of Nirvava, 20 years after Nevermind wrenched grunge into the 
mainstream. Sizzling rap hybrid Sound of Rum, described as ‘a fly Janis Joplin backed 
by a jazz combo’, turned heads at Glastonbury, and now it’s Perth’s chance to hear Kate 
Tempest’s unbelievable raw poetics and lyrical bombs. Filled with raw power, intense 
joy and delicate beauty, Staff Benda Bilili’s life-affirming music from the streets of 
Kinshasa combines Congolese rumba blended with 70s funk, Cuban son and mambo. 
Dennis Rollins’ Velocity Trio tips its hat to jazz then slips over into funk, keeping 
the night tight with their unique trombone/ Hammond organ/drums line-up. Brooklyn 
musical maverick Jeremiah Lockwood’s eclectic supergroup Sway Machinery draws 
on talent from Arcade Fire, Yeah Yeah Yeahs, TV on the Radio and Balkan Beat Box to 
create a sound you aren’t going to hear anywhere else. 
 



 

For film and music lovers, international producing duo Silver Alert, aka Jim 
Sclavunos (Grinderman, Nick Cave and The Bad Seeds, The Cramps) and Peter 
Mavogeorgis, create an electrifying live score to FW Murnau’s 1926 classic film Faust, 
especially for the festival. Using real-time processing of sounds via movement, light and 
breath control, Silver Alert take Faust’s pact with the dark side to dramatically devilish 
depths. Carnival of Souls bring to life Herk Harvey’s 1962 B-grade horror marvel 
Carnival of Souls with a seven-piece orchestra, on-stage actors and live effects, in a 
unique and devilishly vibrant ‘live cinema’ experience 
 
Eddie Palmieri is a salsa and Latin jazz superstar who has been thrilling audiences for 
five decades, winning nine Grammy Awards in the process. Don't miss this rare chance 
to see a truly timeless innovator let loose on sultry Caribbean rhythms, as he stops off in 
Perth on his 75th Birthday World Tour. 
 
Seasick Steve brings his supernatural mojo-infused Trance Wonder (a three-string 
guitar) and Mississippi Beat Box (a wooden crate) for the rawest blues experience; rag ‘n 
and bone/junkyard blues company The Suitcase Royale return to Perth after 
conquering Europe for an explosive, gun-slingin’ night of dancing, drinking, crying and 
loving; Baro Banda, the liveliest force in new Gypsy music, fuse Turkish Romany 
grooves to drum’n’bass for a sound that truly bridges East and West; while Penguin 
Café Orchestra, ‘world music from an alternate universe’, spin wonder and whimsy 
with songs you’ll be humming for days. 
 
Indian folk indie pop reinventionists Cornershop bring their feel good fusion of 
Punjabi, hip-hop, thrift-store samples and funky breakbeats; welcome Men, the new 
dance insurrection, a magnetic gender-bending blend of potent pop, driving beats and 
synthy goodness; armed with nothing more than silky smooth vocal cords, The 
Magnets fashion razorsharp harmonies and beat-box covers of Kraftwerk, Beyoncé, 
Lenny Kravitz; while Neon Indian and Slow Club mellow out on a perfect summer 
evening with dreamy sample collages and hazy 80s synth tones. 
 
Enigmatic genius Bonnie Prince Billy makes a triumphant return to Perth for a night 
of sublime Appalachian folk and indie rock; chart topping, multi-Grammy Award 
nominated indie superstars Death Cab for Cutie bring their stylized and sublime 
adventures in sound; 2010 Deadly Award Band of the Year The Medics make their 
Perth Festival debut; and turntablist extraordinaire Cut Chemist brings his envelope-
pushing live show for cut ‘n’ scratch audio-visual blowout; 
 
Phew! Check out the full program at perthfestival.com.au and start planning your month 
(you may need a lie down in March…). 
 
Full Program: 
Little Roy – Fri 10 Feb 
The Medics – Sun 12 Feb 
Dennis Rollins’ Velocity Trio – Mon 13 Feb 
Faustian Pact – Tue 14 Feb 
Seasick Steve – Wed 15 Feb 



 

The Suitcase Royale – Thur 16 Feb 
Death Cab for Cutie – Fri 17 & Sat 18 Feb 
Cornershop – Sun 19 Feb 
Sound of Rum – Mon 20 Feb 
Carnival of Souls – Tue 21 and Wed 22 Feb 
Cut Chemist – Thur 23 Feb 
Bonnie Prince Billy featuring The Cairo Gang – Fri 24 Feb 
Men – Sat 25 Feb 
Ryan Adams – Sat 25 Feb 
Neon Indian and Slow Club – Sun 26 Feb 
Sway Machinery – Mon 27 Feb 
Baro Banda – Tue 28 Feb 
Eddie Palmieri – Wed 29 Feb 
The Magnets – Thur 1 March 
Staff Benda Bilili – Fri 2 March  
Penguin Café – Sat 3 March  
Bon Iver – Sat 3 March  
 
WHEN: Fri 10 Feb – Sat 3 March 
WHERE: Festival Gardens, Red Hill Auditorium (Bon Iver) and Perth Concert Hall 
(Ryan Adams) 
BOOKINGS AND FESTIVAL INFO: 6488 5555 • perthfestival.com.au 
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For further information, interviews or images please contact: 
WA MEDIA: Rania Ghandour  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown    
+61 8 6488 8618 / 0403 025 535   +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  
rghandour@perthfestival.com.au   miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 
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Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts Festival is the longest running international 

arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide reputation for 

excellence in its international program, the presentation of new works and the highest quality artistic experiences for its audience.  

For 60 Festivals we have welcomed to Perth some of the world’s greatest living artists and now connect with over 300,000 people 

each year. 

Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015.  


