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MEDIA RELEASE 
 

Two world premieres and the great George Balanchine will keep audiences 
spellbound as WAB kicks off its Diamond Jubilee season under the stars.
 
West Australian Ballet’s, Ballet at the Quarry, returns to the Quarry Amphitheatre 10 February > 3 
March 2012 as part of the Perth International Arts Festival.  
 
“Even the pale moon seemed to brighten, stunned by the magnificent vitality of the West Australian 
Ballet dancers…” The Australian 2011 
 
Headlining the program is Australian-born choreographer Terence Kohler, who will ‘score’ his new 
ballet to the riveting sounds of another acclaimed Australian, composer Carl Vine, whose 
Percussion Symphony No 5 will provide a thrilling and expansive musical landscape for Kohler’s 
much-anticipated work. Kohler, the resident choreographer at State Theatre in Munich, is widely 
acclaimed for his inventive and imaginative choreographies. 
 
The Father of American ballet, the great George Balanchine, will appear in West Australian Ballet’s 
repertoire for the first time this Quarry season. Balanchine was one of the seminal choreographers 
of the 20th century. At New York City Ballet, his creative home from 1948-83, he was a guiding force 
and helped to define an American ballet style. Inspired by Tchaikovsky’s music (Serenade for 
Strings), Serenade is the first ballet created by Balanchine in America. He created it for the School 
of American Ballet in 1934. It has its origins as a lesson in stage technique. Balanchine famously 
worked unexpected rehearsal events into the choreography; when one dancer fell, he incorporated 
it. Another day, a dancer arrived late, and this too became part of his acclaimed ballet. Performed 
by 28 dancers, it has become a signature work for the New York City Ballet. 
 
Artistic Director, Ivan Cavallari, will also premiere his ballet, Strings 32. Set to the exquisite strains 
of Paganini and Kreisler, and inspired by strings – how they intersect our lives, create music, and 
connect us visibly and intangibly – Cavallari’s new work is sure to be another season highlight. 
 
To complete the bill, Reed Luplau’s The Sixth Borough is inspired by a New York urban legend to 
music by Daft Punk and Maroon 5.  
 
Ivan Cavallari says ‘summer just isn’t summer in Perth, without a touch of ballet magic at the Quarry 
Amphitheatre. 2012 is no exception, as the company gathers to present our first ‘diamond jubilee’ 
program with a lineup of major artists from around the world. This selection of works and world 
premieres would rival even the summer series in New York’s Central Park – but you only have to 
travel to City Beach to enjoy it!’ 
 
 



BALLET AT THE QUARRY 
10 February > 3 March 2012 
The Quarry Amphitheatre, City Beach 
 
Special Valentine’s Day performance Tuesday 14 February. 
 
Gates open 6.30pm, performances commence 8pm.  Picnic hampers available for pre-order – visit 
waballet.com.au/whats_on.  
 
 
How to book 
Ballet at the Quarry on sale through Ticketmaster, 136 100 or www.ticketmaster.com.au. 

 
 
For further information please contact: 
Rosita Stangl, Publicist 
West Australian Ballet 
Ph: 9367 8884 or 
Email: rositapr@iinet.net.au 
www.waballet.com.au 
 
 
 
Further information: 
 
BIOGRAPHIES 
 
George Balanchine 
Balanchine was one of the seminal choreographers of the 20th century and shaped American ballet 
for almost four decades. He began to choreograph while still in his teens, creating his first work as 
early as 1920. In 1924 with the departure of Bronislava Nijinska from the Ballets Russes, Diaghilev 
named Balanchine as ballet master (principal choreographer) to replace her. During his time with 
the Ballets Russes, Balanchine created eleven ballets. By 1946, he was working in New York 
creating for subscription-only audiences, and in 1948 the New York City Ballet was born, where he 
served as ballet master and principle choreographer until his death in 1983. 

Terence Kohler 
Australian born Terence Kohler moved to Germany in 2002 on a scholarship from the prestigious 
Tanzstiftung Birgit Keil in Stuttgart. In 2004 he was engaged as both dancer and resident 
choreographer of the State Theatre of Baden in Karlsruhe and in 2007 was awarded the German 
Dance Prize ‘Future’ award for choreography. He has created works for many major companies and 
since 2009 has held the position of Choreographer in Residence at the Bavarian State Ballet in 
Munich. 
 
Reed Luplau 
Currently based in New York City, young dancer and choreographer, Reed Luplau, is aiming his 
sights high, having already received coveted invitations to dance in companies in Australia and the 
United States. His short work for The Australian Ballet, Bleecker, was nominated for ‘Outstanding 
Achievement in Choreography’ in the 2010 Australian Dance Awards. His latest creation, The Sixth 
Borough, was premiered with wide acclaim in Neon Lights in 2011. 
 
Ivan Cavallari 
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Ivan Cavallari was born in Bolzano, Italy. He was trained at the Teatro alla Scala Ballet School in 
Milan and the Bolshoi Ballet School in Moscow. From 1984 to 1985 he danced with the Teatro alla 
Scala Ballet. In 1986 he joined the Stuttgart Ballet and became a soloist in 1991, advancing to a 
principal dancer in 1994. Ivan has restaged many of John Cranko’s ballets for companies such as 
the Royal Ballet, Hungarian National Ballet, La Scala and Royal Swedish Ballet, and has been 
commissioned to choreograph works for a number of prestigious ballet companies worldwide. Ivan 
joined West Australian Ballet as Artistic Director in February 2007 and has since choreographed 
several works for the company, including his acclaimed The Nutcracker in 2008. 

 

 


