
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 3 NOVEMBER 
 
Australian Exclusive/Premiere 
 
Lucinda Childs’ DANCE (USA) 
Choreography by Lucinda Childs, Music by Philip Glass, Film by Sol LeWitt 
 
In 1979, three creative titans pooled their considerable talents to craft what would become one of the 
great post-modern works of the 20th century. Choreographer Lucida Childs, composer Phillip Glass 
and artist Sol LeWitt mixed movement, music and film in a way that would transform the world of 
dance forever. 
 
Shift 2012. In this Australian exclusive Lucinda Childs invites a new company of dancers to inject 
youthful life into this electrifying and simply beautiful work of music and motion. Here is her rarely 
seen signature piece as stirring today as it was 30 years ago.  
 
Perth Festival Artistic Director Jonathan Holloway said: “We are delighted to bring Lucinda Childs 
Dance Company to Australia for the very first time. Childs is one of the greatest of her generation of 
dance makers and we are thrilled to be the only Australian festival to present Dance.” 
 
Lucinda Childs is one of the world’s foremost choreographers. The precision of her movement is 
complemented by LeWitt’s elegant black and white grid design. LeWitt filmed Childs and her 
performers moving across the grid and projected it onto a scrim in front of the stage, so that the 
dancers appear as ghostly giants.  

The legacy of Sol LeWitt’s restrained and minimalist art, ground-breaking in America in the 1960s, 
remains influential today for its conceptual rigor and spare discipline. 

This new tour combines the original film (digitally remastered) with contemporary performers, who 
move on stage, sometimes in sync with their movie counterparts, at other times in counterpoint. The 
different levels of movement create a visual rhythm that matches Glass's syncopated score. 

As a composer of “music with repetitive structures” Philip Glass’s scores have hypnotised and 
entranced audiences in mediums ranging from concert hall to installation to movie screen. His 
understanding of mood, intention and the ability to convey that in his music has made him one of the 
iconic music figures of the 20th and 21st centuries.  

In the past 25 years, Glass has composed more than 20 operas, eight symphonies two piano concertos 
and concertos for violin, piano, timpani, and saxophone quartet and orchestra; soundtracks to films 
ranging from new scores for the stylized classics of Jean Cocteau to Errol Morris’s documentary about 
former defence secretary Robert McNamara and Elena, in this year’s Lotterywest Festival Films; 
string quartets; a growing body of work for solo piano and organ. He has collaborated with Paul 
Simon, Linda Ronstadt, Yo-Yo Ma, and Doris Lessing, among many others. He presents lectures, 
workshops, and solo keyboard performances around the world, and continues to appear regularly with 
the Philip Glass Ensemble. 

In pairs and fours, in counterpoint or unison, the dancers seem to skim across the stage like 
dragonflies, alighting only to take off. The music bears them on its rippling surface. THE 
VILLAGE VOICE 



 

A minimalist masterpiece, and a study in pattern, synchrony, and precision. THE 
INDEPENDENT 
 
WHERE: Heath Ledger Theatre, State Theatre Centre of WA 
WHEN: 22 – 25 February, 7.30pm 
ARTIST TALK: 23 February, post-show 
BOOKINGS AND FESTIVAL INFO: 6488 5555 • perthfestival.com.au 
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Perth International Arts Festival 

Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts Festival is the 
longest running international arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s premier cultural 
event. The Festival has developed a worldwide reputation for excellence in its international 
program, the presentation of new works and the highest quality artistic experiences for its audience.  
For 60 Festivals we have  welcomed to Perth some of the world’s greatest living artists and now 
connect  with over 300,000 people each year. 

 

Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


