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Australian Exclusive/Premiere 

Grupo Corpo 
Onqotô & Parabelo 

Artistic Director Paulo Pederneiras 
Choreographer Rodrigo Pederneiras 

 
Drawing on urban and rural folk styles, this distinctly Brazilian contemporary dance 
company combines the grace and technique of ballet with the raw vitality of swaying 
limbs, sexy swagger and pulsating rhythms. For the 2012 Festival they bring two 
strikingly visual and spirited performances. 
 
In Parabelo dancers stamp their feet and shake their hips in a fast-paced exploration 
of Brazil’s many traditional communities. Movements evolve and change, ranging 
from romantic duets to a free-wheeling indulgence in the Carnival spirit. 
 
Onqotô is a hypnotic and boisterous creation set to the Latin sounds of Brazilian 
superstars Caetano Veloso and José Miguel Wisnik. Mixing wit with spectacle, 
dancers explore the origins of life, society and tribalism – revelling in the sensuality 
of pure dance.  

Perth Festival Artistic Director Jonathan Holloway said: “Perth Festival is the only 
place in Australia where you can see Grupo Corpo’s Latin flair and energetic, tightly 
choreographed performances.  I saw them dance at the Edinburgh Festival where 
they received an immediate standing ovation.”   

Building on a solid foundation of classical movement, Grupo Corpo’s high-octane 
ensemble of dancers combines the sensual elements inherent in Brazilian popular 
dance with cutting-edge contemporary dance techniques. 

Founded in Brazil in 1975 by artistic director Paulo Pederneiras, Grupo Corpo is one 
of Brazil’s premier contemporary dance companies and has toured the world to great 
critical and audience acclaim. Paulo’s brother Rodrigo Pederneiras is the company 
choreographer. He and his dancers combine classical technique with a contemporary 
re-reading of popular Brazilian dance forms, such as rhumba and capoeira to create 
the sizzling dance concoction which has become the group’s trademark. 

Parabelo looks to traditional, rural Brazil for inspiration, while Onqotô explores both 
the paternity of the universe and the rivalry between Rio's two main football teams. 
These themes are joyously lost to the dance and the equally upbeat, eclectic (piano, 
guitar, song) music composed by Tom Zé, José Miguel Wisnik and Caetano Veloso. 

 

Brazil's Grupo Corpo fills the stage with energy, joy and a whole lot of sway. 
SCOTSMAN ***** 



 

Grafting ballet on to myriad Latin disciplines – capoeira, rhumba, tango – it was a 
sizzling concoction.  
THE GUARDIAN 
 

 

WHERE: His Majesty’s Theatre 

WHEN: 1 – 3 March, 7.30pm 

ARTIST TALK: 2 March, post-show 

BOOKINGS AND FESTIVAL INFO: 6488 5555 • perthfestival.com.au 
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WA MEDIA: Rania Ghandour  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown    
+61 8 6488 8618 / 0403 025 535   +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  

rghandour@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 
  
Perth International Arts Festival 

Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts Festival is the longest running 

international arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a 

worldwide reputation for excellence in its international program, the presentation of new works and the highest quality 

artistic experiences for its audience.  For 60 Festivals we have welcomed to Perth some of the world’s greatest living artists 

and now connect with over 300,000 people each year. 

Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015.  
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