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CICT/THÉÂTRE DES BOUFFES DU NORD 

A MAGIC FLUTE (FRANCE) 
DIRECTED BY PETER BROOK 

 
Mozart’s enchanting music takes centre stage as a talented ensemble of young 
singers and a single pianist fill his rich score with new life, energy and colour. 
 
Marking the culmination of four decades helming famed Théâtre des Bouffes du 
Nord, legend Peter Brook turns his hand to this comedic and adventurous tale with a 
light and effervescent touch. Simplicity and intimacy make this an event to savour.   
 
Perth Festival Artistic Director Jonathan Holloway said: “Peter Brook employs his 
genius to make the operatic theatrical, creating a work that is intimate, magical and 
incredibly human. I saw it in Paris last year, weeks after I took this job and I just 
knew I had to bring it to Perth with me.” 
 
Brook’s unique interpretation of Mozart’s classic, A Magic Flute is a subdued 
masterpiece of opera and theatre entwined.  This giant of the world stage has created 
a work that puts heavy and solemn symbolism in the background and allows 
Mozart’s brilliantly effervescent music, at first delicate and tender, then quirky and 
humorous, to take centre stage. A talented ensemble of young singers led by a single 
pianist fill the score with new life, energy and colour.  
 
At Brook’s request, he returns to the Octagon Theatre, the perfect venue for A Magic 
Flute. Elements of the performance and its spiritual concentration will be familiar to 
Perth audiences from all of Brook's work dating from The Mahabharata more than 
20 years ago. But the transcendent music, and the cast of rotating singers, takes this 
production of A Magic Flute onto a rare new plateau and the audience on an exotic 
journey through a classical story of enchantment. 
 
Glimpse Mozart’s wicked smile, as he plays tricks and catches us unawares in this 
vivacious new production of a timeless classic.  
 
 
[The] poetry is so intense that you stop breathing, so funny that you burst out 
laughing, so precisely written that it is the very quintessence of Mozartian opera. Mr 
Brook, we salute you.   
LE MONDE 
 
Purity, simplicity and innocence are the hallmarks of this adaptation. Still, the 
philosophical strands of the story … come through with startling impact. 
NY TIMES 
 
 



 

In French and German with surtitles. 
 
By Arrangement with Arts Projects Australia.  
 
A MAGIC FLUTE 
Freely adapted by Peter Brook, Franck Krawczyk and Marie-Hèléne 
Estienne 
WHERE: Octagon Theatre, UWA 
WHEN: 18 – 25 March, 8pm. 19,21, 25 March  – 2pm and 8pm. 
ARTIST TALK: 22 February, post-show 
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Perth International Arts Festival 

Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts Festival is the longest running 

international arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a 

worldwide reputation for excellence in its international program, the presentation of new works and the highest quality 

artistic experiences for its audience.  For 60 Festivals we have welcomed to Perth some of the world’s greatest living artists 

and now connect with over 300,000 people each year. 

 

Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015.  

 
 


