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Frantic Assembly and the National Theatre of Scotland 
BEAUTIFUL BURNOUT (Scotland) 
 
Written by Bryony Lavery, Directed by Scott Graham and Steven Hoggett, Featuring 
the music of Underworld 

National Theatre of Scotland returns to Perth with an exhilarating production that 
draws you into the explosive world of boxing.  

Cameron Burns is going places. He’s going to see lights. He’s going to make the world 
take notice. He's fighting for his club, his Mum, his place in the world. And this boy is 
a natural. He has an affinity with the violence, the balance, the ritual, the grace and 
the power. 

Featuring a pulsating soundtrack by electronic heavyweights Underworld, 
Beautiful Burnout is a play that gets your heart pounding.  

Perth Festival Artistic Director Jonathan Holloway said: “A muscular, taut and beautifully 

crafted play, with immediacy, power and raw theatricality, Beautiful Burnout is a visceral 

piece of theatremaking, which, like the sport that inspired it, will have you on the edge of 

your seat.” 

This thrilling new piece of highly physical is about the soul sapping three minute bursts 
where men become gods and gods become mere men. It is the second when the guard drops, 
the eyes blink and miss the incoming hammer blow. 

It's the way this story is told – through a mix of video, replays, a revolving stage and some 

astonishingly choreographed training sequences – that makes it so compelling. 

 

The National Theatre of Scotland (Black Watch, The Bacchae), tours work internationally 

and works in collaboration with the best international companies. 

 

Frantic Assembly (Stockholm, Othello) is recognised as one of the UK's leading exponents of 

physical theatre, and the company is dedicated to making their work as accessible to 

audiences as possible. 

 

Beautiful Burnout marks the first co-production between these two award-winning 

companies. This remarkable new work will assault your senses and challenge your 

preconceptions about the most controversial sport of our time. 

 

Contains strong language. 

Like Black Watch before it, Beautiful Burnout has all of the ingredients of a knock-
out hit. THE INDEPENDENT **** 



 

Frantic Assembly turn something aggressive and male into something beautiful and 
painfully tender … a brilliantly acted exploration of what makes boxers box and what 
happens when a shooting star shimmers, shines brightly and falls to earth. 
GUARDIAN **** 

WHEN:  10 – 25 February 
WHERE:  ABC Studios, 30 Fielder Street, East Perth  
ARTIST TALK:  14 February, post-show 
 
SUPPORTED BY 

 
 
 
 
 

 
BOOKINGS AND FESTIVAL INFO: 6488 5555 • perthfestival.com.au 
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Perth International Arts Festival 

Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts Festival is the longest running 

international arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a 

worldwide reputation for excellence in its international program, the presentation of new works and the highest quality 

artistic experiences for its audience.  For over 50 years the Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the world’s greatest living 

artists and now connects with over 300,000 people each year. 

 

Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015.  
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