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World Premiere 
 
A CO-PRODUCTION OF WEST AUSTRALIAN OPERA, THINICE, PERTH 
INTERNATIONAL ARTS FESTIVAL AND OPERA AUSTRALIA 
 

ELEKTRA (Australia) 
 
By Richard Strauss 
 
 
Elektra is arguably the most gripping 100 minutes in opera, a fanatical story of love 
and revenge that drives performers and orchestra to their limit. It was the first 
collaboration between Strauss and Hugo von Hofmannsthal, one of the most 
important composer-librettist partnerships in operatic history, and is as powerful 
today as at its 1909 Dresden premiere. 
 
West Australian Opera, ThinIce and Perth International Arts Festival are excited to 
present the first ever WA performances of Elektra. This fully staged production is 
directed by one of Australia’s most talented young directors Matthew Lutton and 
conducted by the artistic director of West Australian Opera, Richard Mills. 
 
“The Perth International Arts Festival is thrilled to co-produce this new production 
of Elektra,” Perth Festival artistic director Jonathan Holloway said.  
“With talented local artists from West Australian Opera, ThinIce and WASO joining 
one of the world’s great sopranos in the title role, opera lovers will delight in Elektra 
as one of two opera productions in the 2012 Perth Festival.” 
 
Inspired by Sophocles’ Greek tragedy, Richard Strauss’s expressionist masterpiece 
deals with the theme of Elektra’s passionate lust for vengeance. 
 
Internationally renowned Danish soprano Eva Johansson’s performances as Elektra 
on stage and on film have won her worldwide critical acclaim. 
 
Conductor Richard Mills said: “Elektra will demonstrate that Perth has the creative 
capacity to achieve remarkable results. This bold, daring project will be presented in 
a truly international context that will define the capacity and maturity of the state 
Opera company and the state orchestra in association with a dynamic young theatre 
company.”  
 
Director Matthew Lutton’s new production brings startling visual intensity to the 
music, allowing you to enter Elektra’s vivid dreams and desires. She has seen her 
father murdered, the city around her is cursed and she longs for justice. As Strauss’s 
music rises in beauty and falls in horror, Elektra searches for light in the darkness.   
 



 

“There is a terrifying union between drama and music in Elektra, and our staging of 
Strauss's opera will use an intensely visual and visceral stage language to explore the 
nightmarish world of a mind that dreams of matricide.” Lutton said. 
 
Eva Johansson is simply the strongest Elektra imaginable on stage today, vocally as 
well as dramatically ... I cannot imagine a better interpreter of the part on stage 
today. 
MOSTLY OPERA  
 
Matthew Lutton may be the country’s most passionate and ambitious stage director.  
THE AUSTRALIAN 
 
Sung in German with English surtitles. 
 
 
Conductor Richard Mills AM  
Director Matthew Lutton  
Set/Costume Designer Zoe Atkinson  
Lighting Designer Paul Jackson  
Elektra Eva Johansson  
Chrysothemis Orla Boylan  
Klytämnestra Elizabeth Campbell  
Orest Daniel Sumegi  
Aegisth Richard Greager 
West Australian Opera Chorus  
West Australian Symphony Orchestra 
 
This project is assisted by the Western Australian Government through the Department of Culture and the Arts. 

 
 
WHERE: His Majesty’s Theatre    
WHEN: Wed 8, Sat 11 & Tue Feb 14, 7.30pm   
BOOKINGS AND FESTIVAL INFO: 6488 5555 • perthfestival.com.au 
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WA MEDIA: Rania Ghandour  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown    
+61 8 6488 8618 / 0403 025 535   +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  
rghandour@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 
  
 
Perth International Arts Festival 

Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts Festival is the longest running 

international arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a 

worldwide reputation for excellence in its international program, the presentation of new works and the highest quality 

artistic experiences for its audience.  For over 50 years the Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the world’s greatest living 

artists and now connects with over 300,000 people each year. 

 

Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015.  


