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ILBIJERRI THEATRE COMPANY 
JACK CHARLES V THE CROWN (AUSTRALIA) 

By Jack Charles and John Romeril, Directed by Rachael Maza Long 

Uncle Jack Charles is an Australian legend: veteran actor, Koori elder, activist and, 
until recently, heroin addict and cat-burglar. His is a life lived to its limit, and this is 

his story, told by him. 

From Stolen Generation to Koori theatre in the 70s, film sets and Her Majesty’s 
prisons, Jack tells his captivating tale with humour, warmth, honesty and charm …  

Perth Festival Artistic Director Jonathan Holloway said: “Jack Charles has lived an 
extraordinary life and tells his story with charm, charisma and show songs. What 
more could you ask for from the theatre?” 

Jack Charles founded the first Aboriginal theatre company in Australia, Nindethana, 
and was a television regular and the star of movies including The Chant of Jimmie 
Blacksmith. From Stolen Generation to Koori theatre in the 70’s, from film sets to 
Her Majesty’s prisons, Jack Charles v the Crown runs the gamut of a life lived to its 
utmost. Charles’s unswerving optimism transforms this tale of addiction, crime and 
doing time into a kind of vagabond’s progress – a map of the traps of dispossession 
and a guide to reaching the age of grey-haired wisdom.  

The Artistic Director of Melbourne’s Ilbijerri Theatre Company Rachael Maza Long 
has reunited Charles with his long-time collaborator playwright John Romeril. 
Together they craft a telling of Charles’s extraordinary story using film, song and 
Charles’s extraordinary stagecraft. The resulting powerful one-man show shines a 
spotlight on the colourful life of one of the nation’s near-forgotten treasures. 

Like all great theatre this compelling, witty show, with Jack Charles’s incredible 
performance at its heart, is a way of understanding the human spirit.  

Steeped in decades of our history (social, political, theatrical), surprisingly upbeat … 
a warm-hearted, very entertaining evening.  
SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 
 
There is something special about Uncle Jack. Something about his voice, his stature, 
his laugh, his story – something powerful but humbling … something that you won’t 
want to miss.  
AUSTRALIAN STAGE  
 

This performance contains photographs and imagery of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 
who are now deceased.  

Images of drug use. 

JACK CHARLES V THE CROWN 
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