
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 3 NOVEMBER 

 
LA COMPAGNIE DU HANNETON 

RAOUL (FRANCE) 
Written and performed by James Thiérrée 

 
James Thiérrée sweeps you into a fantasy world of shape-shifting illusion, slapstick 
humour, startling beauty and melancholic whimsy which leaves you asking, ‘how did 
he do that?’ 
 
Raoul returns to a home upended, and quite possibly possessed. To keep domestic 
life from unravelling completely, he goes toe-to-toe with a surreal collection of 
adversaries – everything from hostile appliances to giant jellyfish and a face in the 
mirror with plans of its own. Are these manifestations of an untethered mind or 
something more sinister? 
 
Perth Festival Artistic Director Jonathan Holloway said: “James Thiérrée is probably 
the most talented physical theatre performer in the world. In Raoul audiences will 
see a virtuoso performance reminiscent of Chaplin, from an artist at the peak of his 
powers.” 
 
Acrobat, clown, poet and magician, James Thiérrée creates a world of endless 
invention. Raoul blends contemporary circus, movement, music and poetry in a 
surprising and daring show. Thiérrée mischievously teases the audience whilst 
demonstrating his formidable skills through delightful visual comedy.  As one of 
Europe’s most extraordinarily versatile artists, Thiérrée uses his impish talent to 
transform everyday objects into magical dream-like spectacles that captivate, charm 
and inspire. 
 
Born into the magical world of circus, James Thiérrée acquired his astonishing talent 
from the age of 4, touring with his parents’ company Le Cirque Imaginaire and later 
Le Cirque Invisible. His Compagnie du Hanneton has won four Moliere Awards, 
France’s highest achievement in theatre. His show La Veillée des Abysses was a hit of 
the 2006 Perth International Arts Festival.  
 
 
A life-changing piece of theatre … This is special and James Thiérrée is a 
marvellous, marvellous, marvellous genius.  
DUBLINER ***** 
 
His universe is a magical one of endless suggestivity in which all is mutable: a 
gramophone becomes a stethoscope, a chair becomes a crab-like carapace, walls 
dissolve and slink or fly away. It's a beguiling spectacle.  
TIME OUT (LONDON)  
 
RAOUL 
WHERE: Regal Theatre 



 

WHEN: 18 – 22, 24 – 25 February, 7pm; 26 February. 3pm 
BOOKINGS AND FESTIVAL INFO: 6488 5555 • perthfestival.com.au 
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Perth International Arts Festival 

Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts Festival is the longest running 

international arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a 

worldwide reputation for excellence in its international program, the presentation of new works and the highest quality 

artistic experiences for its audience.  For over 50 years the Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the world’s greatest living 

artists and now connects with over 300,000 people each year. 

 

Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015.  
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