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Barking Gecko Theatre Company 
Shaun Tan’s The Red Tree (Australia) 
 
Adapted for the stage and Directed by John Sheedy, Designed by Gypsy Taylor  

From the wildly inspired mind of Perth’s very own Academy Award winner, Shaun Tan, The Red Tree 
draws kids and adults into a vibrant world of bold imagery and sparkling live music. 

A young embarks on an epic adventure in an unfamiliar land filled with peculiar creatures and dream-
like landscapes. The Red Tree creates a path that gradually leads her home.  

Perth Festival Artistic Director Jonathan Holloway said: “I saw Shaun Tan’s The Red Tree on its first 
performance in Perth and thought, ‘if this were from somewhere else, I’d bring to Perth for the 
Festival.’ Then I thought, ‘hell, I’ll bring it to the Festival anyway’.” 

This play engages imaginations with design, sound and lighting that make Shaun Tan’s visions 
thrillingly real.  

Acrobatically inclined local actor, Ella Hetherington, brings her unique style to the stage for Barking 
Gecko Theatre Company’s adaptation of Oscar winner Shaun Tan’s The Red Tree. 

Former Iona Presentation College student, Ella, is looking forward to bringing Shaun Tan’s The Red 
Tree to life as part of the Perth International Arts Festival in February, “I have been familiar with 
Shaun’s work for a number of years and have always loved his alternative way of viewing the ordinary 
world around us,” Ella said. 

“His books illustrate feelings, allowing readers to connect with their own experiences.  I feel really 
lucky to bring to life the little girl in The Red Tree.” 

Artistic Director of Barking Gecko, John Sheedy says from the beginning Ella was the perfect choice, 
“Ella has a way of creating a character that utilises more than dialogue.  Given her past experience in 
the circus world, she has an ability to manipulate her body and voice to physically convey emotion.” 

The Red Tree features members of WAMI Award Winning band Boom! Bap! Pow! providing a live 
gritty and original soundtrack. 

“Given the bold imagery of Shaun Tan’s The Red Tree we saw the need to create a show that expresses 
the emotion of Shaun’s book apart from it’s stunning visual imagery.  Our search for a live musical 
soundtrack that could enhance the theatre experience brought us to three members of local outfit 
Boom! Bap! Pow!” John Sheedy said.  

Utilising industrial makeshift instruments, Boom! Bap! Pow! members Clint Bracknell, Dylan Hooper 
and David Salvaire have created an original soundtrack for The Red Tree that follows its central 
character, the little girl, on her journey.   

“We are really excited to be a part of The Red Tree.  Creating for an audience of young people provides 
an opportunity to explore the importance of music within theatre,” says Clint Bracknell of Boom! Bap! 
Pow!, ”The collaboration process has been productive and we are looking forward to bringing our 
unique sound to the show.” 

Audiences will be transported to a strange world of peculiar creatures and dream-like landscapes. A 
young girl, having a bad day, navigates a curious and unfamiliar world, followed by a single red leaf - a 
reminder of hope, resilience and inspiration.  

Join our friend as she travels across the pages, accompanied by her constant companions who create a 
live soundtrack for her bold journey.  



 

 
Suitable for 5+ and families.  
 
Pure imaginative gold … By the end of the show all those leaves come alive, and so do we.  
PERTH NOW  
 

WHERE/WHEN: Subiaco Arts Centre: 

Saturday 11 February (3pm & 6pm) 

Sunday 12 February (3pm & 6pm) 

Monday 13 February (6pm) 

Tuesday 14 February (11am School Show* & 6pm) 

*Followed by post-show talk  

 

Albany Entertainment Centre: 

Friday 17 February (6pm) 

Saturday 18 February (1pm) 

ARTIST TALK: 13 February, post-show (Subiaco only) 

FESTIVAL INFO: 6488 5555 • perthfestival.com.au 
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For further information, interviews or images please contact: 
WA MEDIA: Rania Ghandour  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown    
+61 8 6488 8618 / 0403 025 535   +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  

rghandour@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 
  
Perth International Arts Festival 

Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts Festival is the longest running 

international arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a 

worldwide reputation for excellence in its international program, the presentation of new works and the highest quality 

artistic experiences for its audience.  For 60 Festivals we have welcomed to Perth some of the world’s greatest living artists 

and now connect with over 300,000 people each year. 

Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015.  

 

 

Family and Education Program Partner 
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